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To  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 


Comity  Borough  of  Warrington. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  the 
health  of  the  town  for  the  year  1965. 

Vital  Statistics. — These  show  little  change  except  in  regard  to  the 
infant  mortality  rate  which,  at  16.05,  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  town. 
It  is  noted  that  this  year  there  has  been  an  unusually  high  infant  mortality 
rate  amongst  illegitimate  children.  There  were  130  illegitimate  births,  of 
which  7  died.  The  health  visitors  are  now  paying  even  greater  attention  to 
the  routine  supervision  of  illegitimate  children.  It  has  been  our  experience 
previously  that  the  infant  mortality  rate  amongst  illegitimate  children  has 
been  lower  than  amongst  legitimate  children  and,  therefore,  special  attention 
is  being  paid  to  this  group  in  view  of  this  sudden  change.  Once  again  there 
has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and 
bronchus  and  the  death  rate  in  Warrington  is  proportionately  higher  than 
in  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole.  I  have  stressed  the  importance  of  this 
matter  in  my  previous  reports,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  much  heed  is 
paid  by  the  public  to  the  danger  of  cigarette  smoking. 

Communicable  Diseases. — There  was  a  considerable  incidence  of 
measles  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  and  the  number  of  notifications  of 
Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year  were  more  than  they  have  been  for  some  time , 
but  this  disease  was  of  a  very  mild  character. 

Immunisation, — The  general  level  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis  still  leaves  much  to  be  desired 
and  special  efforts  are  made  to  secure  immunisation  as  soon  as  children  enter 
school.  Too  many  parents  fail  to  realise  the  importance  of  adequate  immuni¬ 
sation  against  these  diseases  in  infancy  and  these  services  are  readily  available 
at  the  local  authority  clinics  or  from  the  family  doctor. 

The  Nursing  Services — continued  to  operate  on  the  same  lines  as 
previously,  but  the  difficulty  of  recruiting  student  health  visitors  is  a  cause 
of  some  anxiety  as  the  social  work  of  the  Department  depends  very  much 
on  maintaining  an  adequate  establishment  of  health  visitors,  which  has 
proved  difficult.  Recently  raised  standards  for  admission  to  the  Health 
Visitor  Training  Course  will  make  recruitment  more  difficult  in  the  future 
since  a  large  number  of  suitable  nurses  do  not  hold  5  subjects  at  “  O  ”  level. 

Domestic  Help. — The  establishment  for  the  year  was  fixed  on  the  basis 
of  95  domestic  helps  each  working  35  hours,  an  expansion  of  5.  Every  year 
the  demand  for  this  service  increases  and  will  continue  to  do  so  as  the  number 
of  aged  persons  in  the  population  increases.  This  service  is  almost  entirely 
concerned  with  the  maintenance  of  the  aged  in  their  homes  and  is  a  most 
valuable  supplement  to  the  Welfare  Services  which  are  available  for  the  aged. 
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Chiropody.— The  Chiropody  Service  was  expanded  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  to  provide  a  whole-time  Chiropodist  at  Garven  Place  Clinic  and  a 
part-time  Chiropodist  at  the  Orford  Health  Centre  and  Folly  Lane  Clinic. 
In  the  middle  of  the  year  staffing  difficulty  was  experienced  at  Garven  Place 
Clinic,  but  this  was  overcome  by  the  Autumn  and  an  expanded  service  was 
available. 


Ambulance  Service. — There  was  the  usual  annual  rise  in  the  number 
of  persons  carried  and  in  the  mileage  covered.  On  1st  April  the  agency 
arrangements  for  Warrington  to  provide  services  in  the  adjoining  area  of 
Lancashire  were  terminated.  Certain  staffing  reductions  were  made  in  the 
service  but  the  increase  in  demand  from  borough  residents  has  rapidly  offset 
the  reduction  in  demand  experienced  when  the  Cheshire  area  was  first 
removed,  and  it  will  not  be  long  before  further  expansion  of  this  service  is 
needed  in  order  to  cope  with  the  many  requests  for  transport. 


Mental  Health. — The  new  Junior  Training  Centre  in  Loushers  Lane 
was  opened  in  September,  and  excellent  facilities  are  now  available  for 
mentally  handicapped  children  up  to  16  years  of  age.  The  Adult  Training 
Centre  now  provides  accommodation  for  both  male  and  female  patients  but, 
the  accommodation  is  so  severely  restricted  by  the  size  of  the  premises,  that 
the  type  of  work  has  to  be  restricted  and  some  selection  of  entrants  made. 
The  Development  Plan  provides  for  the  provision  of  a  new  Adult  Training 
Centre  in  the  coming  year  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  materialize  so 
that  the  excellent  work  commenced  in  the  Junior  Training  Centre  may  be 
continued  after  these  children  reach  16  years  of  age. 


Environmental  Services. — Considerable  re-organisation  of  the  work 
of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  was  undertaken  during  the  year  and  the 
services  to  the  public  have  been  greatly  improved.  During  the  year  the 
Council  resolved  that  the  house  building  programme  should  provide  for 
inviting  tenders  for  the  construction  of  a  maximum  of  500  houses  and  that, 
during  the  next  two  years,  the  allocation  of  tenancies  of  Corporation  houses 
for  rehousing  persons  displaced  by  slum  clearance  and  road  widening 
schemes  should  be  the  equivalent  of  the  total  number  of  new  dwellings 
erected.  As  a  result  of  this  proposed  acceleration  in  the  slum  clearance 
programme  500  unfit  houses  were  represented  and  were  accepted  by  the 
Council  for  demolition. 


Inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  continued  as  in  previous  years  and 
a  course  of  lectures  in  food  hygiene  was  attended  by  over  40  students. 

A  Clean  Air  Centre  in  Arpley  Street  was  opened  in  September — thus, 
for  the  first  time,  providing  adequate  facilities  for  the  public  to  see  the 
various  types  of  appliances  available  without  being  under  the  pressure  of 
salesmanship.  Although  primarily  intended  to  deal  with  all  enquiries  and 
correspondence  relating  to  smoke  control  area  adaptions  and  grants,  the 
Centre  is  visited  by  many  people  not  necessarily  resident  within  the  borough. 
In  the  short  time  it  has  been  open  it  has  been  very  successful,  but  has  been 
very  demanding  upon  the  time  of  clerical  and  technical  staff. 
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The  instruments  for  the  measurement  of  air  pollution  were  converted  to 
a  semi-automatic  system  which  saves  much  time  since  they  only  require 
servicing  weekly  instead  of  daily  as  previously.  The  Clean  Air  Act  authorises 
the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to  make  regulations  for  the 
installation  of  density  meters  and  recorders  to  measure  the  smoke  emitted 
from  industrial  chimneys.  The  experience  in  Warrington  favours  the 
installation  of  smoke  alarms  and  recorders  where  heavy  oils  and  bituminous 
coal  is  being  used.  It  is  strongly  recommended  in  any  new  regulations  on 
this  subject  that  local  authority  inspectors  should  be  given  access  to  the 
records  of  these  instruments,  as  in  the  case  of  food  processing  plants. 

A  new  section  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors’  report  deals  with 
the  inspection  of  offices,  shops  and  factories  under  the  Act  of  1963.  Details 
of  the  work  done,  which  is  considerable,  are  contained  in  that  section  of  the 
report,  to  which  special  attention  is  drawn. 

It  is  now  several  years  since  the  Council  accepted  the  principle  of 
fluoridation  of  the  water  supplies.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  it  has 
not  been  possible  to  implement  this  recommendation  due  to  the  reluctance 
of  certain  adjoining  authorities  who  receive  the  same  water  supply.  It 
seems  very  unfair  that  the  residents  of  Warrington  should  not  have  the 
benefit  of  a  great  improvement  to  the  health  of  their  children’s  teeth  because 
certain  adjoining  areas  have  unreasonable  reservations  about  the  desirability 
of  this  measure. 

In  presenting  this  report  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  help  of  many  members 
of  the  staff  in  its  preparation  and  for  their  conscientious  work  during  the 
year.  The  large  amount  of  re-organisation  which  is  taking  place  in  the 
services,  especially  Welfare,  has  been  greatly  assisted  by  the  understanding 
and  unfailing  co-operation  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Committees  concerned.  The  Department  has  had  a  great  deal  of  assistance 
from  the  general  practitioners  and  consultants,  with  whom  the  most  harmo¬ 
nious  working  relations  exist.  The  co-operation  between  the  various  Depart¬ 
ments  of  the  Corporation  is  outstandingly  good  and,  while  Warrington 
presents  many  problems,  the  co-ordination  of  services  and  the  co-operation 
between  those  working  in  them  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ERIC  H.  MOORE, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES 


General  Information 


Average  height  above  sea-level : 

Area  of  County  Borough  in  acres 
Number  of  private  dwellings  (1961) 
Number  of  private  households  (1961) 
Rateble  value,  at  1st  April,  1964 
Rateable  value,  at  1st  April,  1965 

Actual  product  of  a  penny  rate  : — 

1964- 65 

1965- 66 

Population  : — 

Census  figure,  (1961) 

Registrar-General’s  Estimates  of 
lation  at  June  30th  ... 


50  feet. 

...  ...  ...  4,639 

...  ...  ...  24,425 

.  24,007 

.  £3,104,630 

.  £3,165,319 

.  £12,801 

.  £12,900 

...  ...  ...  75,533 

1965  1964 

Popu- 

*74,720  *75,110 


*These  figures  are  “  Home  population  figures  ”  (i.e. ,  they  include  members 
of  the  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  Warrington). 
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Summary  of  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births —  1965  1964 


Legitimate  :  Males 

Females 

647  \ 
656 j 

1303 

742) 

655/ 

1397 

Illegitimate  :  Males 

621 

130 

551 

101 

Females 

681 

46/ 

T  otals  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1433 

1498 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

19-17 

19-94 

Corrected  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Illegitimate  live  births — percentage  of  total  live 

20-13 

20-94 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9.07 

6.74 

Still  Births — 

Legitimate  :  Males 

12\ 

29 

10\ 

24 

Females 

17  j 

14/ 

Illegitimate  :  Males 

n 

4 

2\ 

4 

Females 

3) 

2/ 

T  otals  ...  ...  ... 

33 

28 

Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  . 

20-46 

18-35 

Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

0-44 

0.37 

Total  live  and  still-births 

Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  of  infants  under  one 

1466 

1526 

year  of  age) 

Legitimate  :  Males 

91 

16 

27) 

44 

Females 

7J 

17/ 

Illegitimate  :  Males 

61 

7 

31 

4 

Females 

1/ 

J 

1  1 

Totals  ...  ...  ...  ... 

23 

48 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births — 

0 1 3<1.  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •  •  • 

16-05 

32-04 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births 

11-59 

31-50 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births 

53-84 

39-60 

Neo-Natal  Deaths  (Deaths  of  infants  in  first 

28  days  of  life) 

15 

35 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  of 

10-46 

23-36 

infants  in  first  week  of  life  per  1,000  live 
births)  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9.76 

21-36 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Still-births  plus 

deaths  in  first  week  of  life  per  1,000  live 
and  still-births) 

32-74 

39-32 

Total  loss  of  infant  life  (Still-births  plus  infant 

deaths)  per  1,000  live  and  still-births 

38-15 

49-80 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion)  ... 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and 

1 

— 

still-births . 

0-61 

0-00 
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Death  Rate  per  1,000  home  population  ... 
Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Deaths  from  Bronchitis  per  1,000  home 
population  ... 

Deaths  from  Pneumonia  per  1,000  home 
population  ... 

Deaths  from  Cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus  per 
1,000  home  population 

Deaths  from  other  forms  of  Cancer  per  1,000 
home  population 

Marriages  ... 

Marriage  rate  per  1,000  population 


1965 

1964 

907 

914 

12-13 

12-17 

13-83 

14-36 

0-81 

0-66 

0-46 

0-76 

0-78 

0-68 

1-28 

1-74 

696 

689 

9-31 

9-17 

Vital  Statistics 
1946-1965 


Per  1,000 
Population 

Per  1,000  Live 
Births 

Per  1,000  Total  (Live 
and  Still)  Births 

Still 

Year 

Infant 

Neo- 

Births 

Live 

Mort- 

Natal 

Still 

and 

Death 

Birth 

alitv 

Death 

Birth 

Infant 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Deaths 

1946 

11*7 

21-7 

57-9 

31-4 

38-9 

93-8 

1947 

11-8 

22-7 

85-8 

29-5 

37-1 

119-2 

1948 

11-2 

19-5 

46-5 

21-0 

29-2 

73-9 

1949 

13-4 

19-0 

80-7 

32-0 

34-8 

113-0 

1950 

11-9 

18-4 

38-9 

18-4 

23-3 

61-3 

1951 

12-07 

17-3 

38-10 

25-9 

32-6 

69-5 

1952 

10-59 

16-63 

35-26 

20-26 

23-44 

57-88 

1953 

10-38 

17-31 

24-47 

15-83 

27-31 

49-72 

1954 

11-62 

16-63 

36-06 

27-79 

24-19 

61-72 

1955 

11-74 

16-59 

28-70 

16-61 

26-47 

54-41 

1956 

11-23 

16-49 

37-31 

25-89 

17-95 

54-75 

1957 

11-53 

17-70 

30-58 

16-35 

23-61 

53-62 

1958 

11-17 

16-51 

24-39 

16-01 

31-02 

54-65 

1959 

11-23 

16-18 

31-98 

22-62 

22-12 

53-39 

1960 

11-90 

16-29 

23-84 

16-92 

24-75 

48-01 

1961 

13-62 

17-08 

38-61 

27-03 

23-34 

61-09 

1962 

12-12 

19-09 

22-68 

15-12 

17-55 

39-83 

1963 

13-32 

18-89 

28-57 

21-60 

15-77 

43-89 

1964 

12-17 

19-94 

32-04 

23-36 

18-35 

49-80 

1965 

12-13 

19-17 

16-05 

10-46 

20-46 

38-15  ! 
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Comparative  Statistics,  1965 


Warrington 

England 

and 

Wales 

Rates  per  1,000  Home  Population  : 

f  Live  births  ... 

1917 

18  1 

Deaths  (all  causes)  ... 

12-13 

11-5 

Respiratory  tuberculosis  ... 

0-04 

0-04 

Cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus 

0-78 

0-5 

Rates  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  : 

Still  births  ... 

20-46 

15-7 

Maternal  mortality 

0-61 

0-25 

Rates  per  1,000  live  births  : 

Infant  mortality — deaths  of  infants  under 

1  year 

16-05 

19-0 

Neo-natal  mortality — deaths  of  infants  in 
first  28  days  of  life 

10-46 

13-0 

13 


Causes  of  Death  at  different  Periods  of  Life  in  the  County  Borough  of  Warrington 
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PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ORDER  OF 

FREQUENCY 


Out  of  907  deaths  occurring  during  the  year  811  were  attributable  to 
the  undermentioned  principal  causes  : — 


No.  of 

Percentage  of  Deaths 

Deaths 

from  all  causes 

1. 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

297 

•  •  • 

32-8 

2. 

Cancer  ... 

163 

•  •  • 

17-7 

3. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 

system 

117 

•  •  • 

12*9 

4. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

causes 

73 

•  •  • 

8-0 

5. 

Bronchitis 

67 

•  •  • 

7*4 

6. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

59 

•  •  • 

6*9 

7. 

Pneumonia 

35 

•  •  • 

3*8 

INFANT  DEATHS 

(Under 

i 

year) 

Age  at  Death 

Under 

Days 

Months 

Principal  certified 

24 

Total 

Causes  of  Death 

hours 

1- 

8- 

15- 

22- 

1- 

3- 

6- 

9- 

7 

14 

21 

28 

3 

6 

9 

12 

Prematurity  ... 
Congenital 

4 

6 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Malformations 

Cerebral 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Haemorrhage 
Respiratory  Infection 
Atelectosis  and 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Asphyxia 

Neonaturm 

1 

1 

Infective  Enteritis  ... 
Violence 

1 

1 

Other  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

6 

Totals  ... 

6 

8 

— 

1 

— 

4 

3 

— 

1 

23 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  infant  mortality  rate  dropped  from  32.04  in  1964  to  15.7  in  1965. 
The  decrease  being  mainly  in  the  neo -natal  period. 

Of  the  23  infant  deaths,  14  occurred  in  the  first  7  days  of  life,  of  which 
2  were  delivered  at  home.  Both  of  these  died  in  hospital  and  in  both  cases 
the  cause  of  death  was  prematurity. 
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CONTROL  OF  COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 


Notifications  received  during  1965 

( Corrected  Notifications) 


Age  Gi 

roups  of  Cases  Notified 

Disease 

Under 

1- 

3- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65  & 

1 

2 

4 

9 

14 

24 

44 

64 

over 

Total 

Measles . 

42 

179 

189 

234 

2 

646 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

3 

7 

15 

31 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

64 

Pneumonia  . 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

4 

7 

— 

— 

11 

Whooping  Cough . 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Tuberculosis  (Resp.)  : 

Males  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

Females  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

5 

Tuberculosis 

(Non-Resp.)  : 

Males  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Females  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

5 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Erysipelas . . . 

- 

Totals  . 

46 

190 

206 

266 

10 

11 

14 

3 

1 

741 

Venereal  Diseases 

The  following  figures  are  compiled  from  information  received  from  a 
number  of  clinics,  including  those  held  in  Warrington. 

Number  of  patients  resident  in  Warrington  and  treated  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year  : — 


1965 

1964 

1963 

Gonorrhoea 

44 

46 

32 

Syphilis 

— 

7 

9 

Other  Conditions 

185 

114 

131 

Tuberculosis 

The  weekly  session  held  at  the  Patten  Hall  on  Tuesday  afternoons 
continues  to  be  appreciated  by  the  medical  profession  and  the  public. 

The  general  arrangements  for  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis  and  its 
after-care  have  followed  the  same  lines  as  previously. 
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DOMICILIARY  VISITING 

Regular  visiting  of  all  households  from  which  notifications  have  been 
received  is  accompanied  by  intensive  efforts  to  trace  all  contacts  with  a 
known  case  of  respiratory  tuberculosis. 

Details  of  domiciliary  visiting  by  Health  Visitors  are  given  below  : — 

(a)  In  connection  with  newly-notified  cases  : 

(1)  To  patients  notified  for  first  time 

(2)  To  contacts  with  new  cases 
■  •■(b).  In  connection  with  cases  previously  notified  : 

-  (1)  To  patients  ... 

(2)  To  contacts  with  old  cases 
. ,  (c)  Special  visits 

A.  I 

Total  Visits . 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION 

During  the  year  B.C.G.  inoculation  of  school  children  in  the  thirteen- 
year-old  age  group  was  carried  out. 

Number  of  children  mantoux-tested  ...  ...  921 

Number  found  negative  ...  ...  ...  ...  865 

Number  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  ...  ...  865 

3  children  with  positive  skin  tests  were  known  to  be  contacts 
with  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis. 

25  of  the  children  with  positive  skin  tests  were  X-rayed.  No  case  of 
active  disease  was  found. 

INCIDENCE  AND  DEATH  RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION 


16 

30 

87 

221 

560 

914 


Year 

Notifi< 

:ations 

Death  Rate 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratcry 

All 

Forms 

1946 

0-76 

0-17 

0*63 

0-09 

0-72 

1947 

0-69 

0-10 

0-44 

0-09 

0-53 

1948 

M7 

0-12 

0-58 

0-06 

0-64 

1949 

0-75 

0-09 

0-43 

0-04 

0-47 

1950 

0*67 

0-09 

0*28 

0-05 

0-33 

1951 

0-84 

0-19 

0*27 

0-12 

0-40 

1952 

0-93 

0*02 

0*17 

0-05 

0-22 

1953 

1*05 

0-07 

0-14 

0-01 

0-15 

1954 

0-89 

0-07 

0-15 

0-01 

0-17 

1955 

0-78 

0-09 

0-11 

001 

0-11 

1956. 

1-09 

0-12 

0-10 

0-01 

0-11 

1957 

0-62 

0-10 

0-03 

0-01 

0-05 

1958 

0-88 

0-06 

0-07 

0-01 

0-09 

1959 

0-52 

0-01 

0-08 

0-00 

0-08 

1960 

0*28 

0-00 

0-07 

0-00 

0-07 

1961 

0-45 

0-02 

0*13 

0-00 

013 

1962 

0-28 

0-02 

0-14 

0-02 

0-17 

1963 

0.29 

0-02 

0-14 

0-01 

0-16 

1964 

0*20 

0-02 

0-04 

0-01 

0-05 

1965 

0-13 

0-08 

0-04 

0-00 

0-04 

17 


DEATHS 

There  were  3  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  during  the  year, 
and  no  deaths  attributable  to  non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 

The  table  of  causes  of  death  on  page  14  gives  the  analysis  by  age  and 
sex  of  those  dying  of  respiratory  tuberculosis. 

Prophylactic  Measures 

Immunisation  is  carried  out  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  and  at 
schools,  and  also  by  general  practitioners  by  arrangement  with  the 
Authority. 

The  table  below  gives  details  of  initial  protection  given  by  the  injection 
of  prophylactics  against  diphtheria,  smallpox,  whooping  cough,  polio¬ 
myelitis  and  tetanus. 


No.  of  primary  courses  performed 

Performed 

Performed 

Disease  against 

Others 

Total 

by  Tocal 

bv 

which  protection 

1958- 

under 

Health 

General 

given 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

Age  16 

Authority 

Practitioner 

Diphtheria  . 

131 

634 

81 

26 

133 

64 

1069 

806 

263 

Whooping  Cough.... 

131 

629 

80 

23 

14 

- 

877 

615 

262 

Tetanus . 

131 

634 

81 

26 

134 

63 

1069 

806 

263 

Poliomyelitis 

147 

705 

166 

90 

229 

80 

1417 

1130 

287 

Smallpox 

Under 

1 

1  year 

2  to  4 
Years 

5  to  15 
Years 

Total 

Performed  by 
Tocal  H.A. 

Performed  by 
G.P’s. 

67 

355 

52 

14 

488 

318 

170 

It  is  evident  from  the  above  figures  that  the  public  in  general  have  very 
little  inclination  to  provide  their  children  with  the  necessary  protection 
which  is  available  against  diphtheria,  smallpox,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus. 


It  has  been  said  before,  but  I  feel  that  it  could  bear  being  repeated,  that 
only  an  outbreak  of  a  particular  disease  brings  home  to  the  parents  the  need 
for  immunisation  and  vaccination.  This  can  be  seen  in  the  figures  for 
poliomyelitis,  although  even  here,  because  the  town  was  not  directly  affected 
the  figure  is  not  very  much  higher  than  the  previous  year,  even  though  an 
outbreak  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  fairly  near  Warrington. 

The  public  fail  to  realise  that  immunisation  and  vaccination  does  not 
take  effect  immediately,  and  that  generally  it  is  too  late  to  seek  protection 
when  an  outbreak  of  any  disease  occurs. 

RE-INFORCEMENT  MEASURES 

In  addition  to  the  above  measures  of  primary  protection  the  following 
numbers  were  given  re-inforcement  doses  : 


By 

By 

Local 

General 

Health 

Practi¬ 

Total 

Authority 

tioners 

Diphtheria  . 

...  1252  ... 

59 

1311 

Re-vaccination  (Smallpox) 

1 5 

•  •  •  X  t/  •  •  • 

10  ... 

25 

Poliomyelitis  . 

637 

35  ... 

672 

Tetanus...  . 

...  1252  ... 

58  ... 

1310 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951 

The  Welfare  Services  are  operated  by  the  same  administration  as  the 
Health  Services  following  the  merger  of  the  two  Departments.  Both  the 
clerical  and  welfare  staffs  have  been  closely  merged  to  secure  integration 
and  economy  of  staff.  An  Administrative  Assistant  is  in  day-to-day  charge 
of  the  service.  The  establishment  of  2  Social  Workers  and  2  Welfare  Assistants 
has  been  very  depleted  and,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  there  was  only  1  Social 
Worker  and  1  Welfare  Assistant  in  office.  The  Welfare  Assistant  is  a 
‘  Trainee  ’  Social  Worker  attending  a  whole-time  2  year  course.  Responsibility 
for  the  routine  visiting  of  aged  persons  rests  with  the  Health  Visiting  Service 
and  the  services  of  the  Social  Worker  were  reserved  for  the  handicapped 
and  for  specially  difficult  cases. 

RESIDENTIAL  ACCOMMODATION 

The  main  residential  accommodation  is  in  Whitecross  Homes,  a 
former  Poor  Law  Institution,  which  has  undergone  considerable  adap¬ 
tation  and  modernisation.  This  establishment  provides  places  for  83 
males  and  60  females.  At  the  31st  December,  there  were  61  female  resi¬ 
dents  and  70  male  residents.  In  addition  to  this  accommodation  the 
authority  operate  an  Old  Persons’  Home  known  as  “  The  Chestnuts  ” 
at  Lymm,  which  accommodates  21  persons  and  is,  at  all  times,  fully 
occupied.  This  is  a  converted  house  and  provides  a  very  high  standard 
of  accommodation. 

During  the  year  negotiations  took  place  between  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  and  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to  the  hospital  authority  securing 
Whitecross  Homes  and  the  adjoining  Blind  Workshops  to  provide  much 
needed  extension  for  the  Warrington  General  Hospital.  The  Corporation, 
therefore,  proceeded  speedily  with  their  plans  for  the  erection  of  three 
modern  hostels.  It  is  hoped  to  commence  construction  of  these  hostels  early 
in  the  next  year  and  to  vacate  Whitecross  Homes  during  1967.  There  are 
substantial  numbers  of  old  peoples’  bungalows  scattered  through  the  housing 
estates  but  there  is  a  need  for  accommodation  intermediate  between  these 
bungalows  and  the  hostel,  and  it  is  proposed,  in  the  coming  year,  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  the  authority  the  provision  of  a  certain  amount  of  Warden  serviced 
accommodation  for  old  people. 

TEMPORARY  ACCOMMODATION 

For  some  years  it  has  been  the  practice  to  accommodate  the  homeless 
for  whatever  reason,  in  the  Old  Peoples’  accommodation  at  Whitecross 
Homes.  Since  Whitecross  Homes  has  had  insufficient  accommodation  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  old  people  it  has  become  increasingly  difficult 
to  find  accommodation  for  homeless  families  in  this  institution  without 
considerable  disruption  to  the  lives  of  the  aged  residents.  The  authority 
have,  therefore,  set  aside  one  or  two  sub-standard  properties  in  which  such 
cases  can  be  temporarily  housed  pending  their  making  other  arrangements. 
This  accommodation  was  used  on  two  occasions  during  the  year. 


19 


Welfare  Arrangements  for  Handicapped  Persons 


BLIND  PERSONS 

The  duties  of  the  authority  are  administered  partly  directly  and 
partly  by  the  Warrington  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind.  The  authority 
employ  two  Home  Teachers  who  operate  throughout  the  area  covered 
by  the  Society,  which  includes  the  adjoining  part  of  Lancashire.  The 
local  authority  provides  sheltered  employment  and  training  for  suitable 
blind  persons  in  a  Workshop  for  the  Blind,  and  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Workshops  acts  as  Secretary  of  the  Local  Voluntary  Society.  The 
tables  below  indicate  the  new  registrations  of  the  blind  and  the  incidence 
during  the  year  of  the  disability  due  to  certain  special  causes.  The  Blind 
Workshops  employ  16  males  and  5  females,  following  the  traditional 
crafts  of  basket  making,  mat  making,  brush  making  and  knitting. 

Consequent  upon  the  urgent  need  of  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital 
Board  to  acquire  the  present  premises  of  the  Blind  Workshops  for  urgently 
needed  hospital  purposes,  in  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of  Labour, 
arrangements  were  made  to  transfer  the  Workshops  to  the  former  Junior 
Training  Centre  in  Richmond  Avenue  which  is,  at  present,  vacant  and  to 
abandon  the  traditional  crafts  and  re-establish  the  Workshops  using  contract 
work  from  industry.  The  project  has  received  the  approval  of  the  Ministry 
of  Labour,  and  negotiations  with  the  National  League  of  the  Blind  concerning 
conditions  are  proceeding.  It  is  expected  that  the  new  type  of  employment 
will  eventually  prove  much  more  satisfying  to  the  workers,  and  financially 
advantageous  both  to  them  and  to  the  authority,  but  if  the  project  is 
to  be  successful  there  will  need  to  be  full  co-operation  from  all  concerned,  and 
patience  while  the  early  teething  troubles  are  resolved. 


BLIND  AND  PARTIALLY-SIGHTED  PERSONS 


1.  Numbers  on  the  Register 


Blind 

Partially  Sighted 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Numbers  on  register  4 
at  1 . 1 . 65  . 

81 

69 

150 

31 

36 

67 

Numbers  added  to 
register  during  year 

7 

3 

10 

3 

8 

11 

Numbers  on  register 
at  31.12.65  . 

77 

68 

145 

28 

37 

65 
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2.  Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially- 

Sighted  Persons 


No.  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  re¬ 
spect  of  which  para.  7(c) 
of  Form  B.D.  8  recom¬ 
mended  : 

(a)  No  treatment  : 

Blind  Persons 
Partially-sighted 
persons  . 

(b)  Treatment  (medical, 

surgical  or  optical) : 
Blind  persons 
Partially-sighted 
persons  . 

Cause  of  disability 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolentai 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

2 

1 

9 

JmJ 

1 

— 

7 

3 

1 

5 

Number  of  cases  at  (b) 
above,  which  on  follow¬ 
up  action,  had  received 
treatment :  Blind  Persons 

1 

During  the  year  no  case  of  retrolentai  fibroplasia  among  premature 
infants  was  notified. 


DEAF  PERSONS 

The  local  authority’s  functions  in  regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  deaf 
are  exercised  by  the  Warrington  and  District  Society  for  the  Deaf.  The 
number  of  cases  at  the  31st  December  was  as  follows  : 

Deaf  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Hard  of  Hearing  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

HANDICAPPED  PERSONS  ( Other  Types) 

There  were  191  persons  on  the  authority’s  register  at  the  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1965.  Classes  in  handicraft  instruction  are  held  twice  weekly  for 
various  classes  of  disabled  persons.  In  addition,  within  the  Blind  Work¬ 
shops,  there  is  a  Physically  Handicapped  Section  engaged  in  paper  bag 
making,  in  which  4  men  and  2  women  are  employed.  Transport  is  supplied 
where  required  to  enable  persons  to  attend  the  Physically  Handicapped 
Handicrafts  Class,  but  not  for  those  persons  employed  in  the  sheltered 
workshops. 

The  accommodation  available  for  handicraft  instruction  is  extremely 
cramped  and  there  is  a  great  need  for  a  Centre  for  the  physically  handicapped 
which  could  serve  both  as  a  Social  Centre  and  as  a  place  where  handicrafts 
could  be  carried  out  under  satisfactory  conditions.  Such  premises  are  included 
in  the  local  authority’s  development  programme. 

ADAPTATIONS 

5  alterations  were  carried  out  at  the  homes  of  Handicapped  Persons 
during  the  year  to  help  overcome  the  effects  of  their  disabilities. 
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SECTION  47 


REMOVAL  OF  PERSONS  IN  NEED  OF  CARE  AND 
PROTECTION 

Action  was  taken  under  this  Section  in  two  cases  during  the  year. 
The  persons  concerned  were  removed  to  Whitecross  Homes,  and  have 
settled  there  very  happily. 

BURIAL  OF  THE  DEAD 

Arrangements  were  made  in  9  cases  during  the  year  since,  in  these 
cases,  there  was  no  other  person  or  organisation  able  or  willing  to  accept 
responsibility  for  burial. 

CHIROPODY  SERVICE 

Chiropody  for  the  physically  handicapped  and  for  the  aged  is  pro¬ 
vided  at  three  Clinics  for  those  persons  able  to  travel  either  by  public 
transport  or  by  ambulance.  In  the  case  of  the  housebound  there  is  an 
arrangement  whereby  the  Council  of  Social  Service  provide  a  Domiciliary 
Chiropodist,  in  recognition  of  which  the  authority  pay  an  Annual  Grant 
to  the  Council  of  Social  Service  which  covers  chiropody  and  other  services 
rendered  by  that  body. 

MEALS  ON  WHEELS 

A  service  for  the  distribution  of  Meals  on  Wheels  to  aged  persons 
is  carried  out.  Meals  are  provided  from  the  Whitecross  Homes  kitchen 
and  from  a  Works  Canteen  and  are  distributed  by  voluntary  workers 
from  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  and  the  Council  of  Social  Service. 
I  am  most  grateful  to  the  volunteers  from  these  Organisations  who  expend 
so  much  time  and  energy  in  distributing  the  meals.  Without  their  help 
this  service  could  not  possibly  be  operated.  An  average  of  390  meals 
per  week  were  distributed. 


GENERAL  MEDICAL  SERVICES 


During  the  year  the  medical  staff  of  the  Department  carried  out 
medical  examinations  on  entrants  to  the  Council’s  Service  and  on  staff 
absent  owing  to  illness  to  advise  on  their  fitness  to  return  to  duty.  Detail 
are  given  below  of  the  numbers  of  these  medical  examinations. 


Examinations  to  determine  fitness  for 
entry  to  the  Authority's  Service  or 
Superannuation  Scheme 
Examinations  to  determine  fitness  to 
return  to  duty  after  absence  owing  to 
illness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Males  Females  Total 
231  ...  322  ...  553 

87  ...  75  ...  162 


Totals 


318 


397 


715 
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Notifications  of  Birth 
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417 
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Total 

Births 
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Births  notified  as  occurring  in 
Warrington  . 

Births  occurring  outside  Warr¬ 
ington  attributable  to  Warring¬ 
ton  (Inward  transfers)  . 

Total  of  all  births  notified 

Births  occurring  in  Warrington 
attributable  to  other  Authorities 
(Outward  Transfers)  . 

Total  births  attributable  to 
Warrington  . 
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PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


MATERNAL  AND  CHILD-CARE 


GENERAL 

Maternal  and  Child  Care  Services  are  based  on  the  Health  and 
Education  Clinic  at  the  rear  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department,  and 
at  the  Health  Centre,  Orford.  These  services  are  supported  by  two  clinics, 
one  of  which  is  held  in  hired  premises. 


ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  SERVICES 

Ante-na^tal  clinics  are  held  weekly  at  the  three  main  clinics  in  the  town. 
Each  expectant  mother  is  seen  by  a  midwife,  and  in  special  cases  they  are 
referred  to  the  Consultant  Obstetrician  who  attends  at  Garven  Place  for  a 
special  session  when  required.  Post-natal  examinations  are  generally  carried 
out  by  a  general  practitioner  who  is  under  contract  to  carry  out  these 
examinations. 

Attendance  at  midwives’  sessions  ....  ....  ....  ....  2444 

Attendances  at  Consultant  Obstetrician’s  sessions  ....  9 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  ....  ....  ....  637 


RELAXATION  CLASSES 

Relaxation  classes  are  held  weekly  at  Garven  Place  Clinic  conducted 
by  health  visitors  and  midwives  with  the  assistance  of  a  part-time 
physiotherapist.  The  attendances  were  : 

Number  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 


attending  . 


157 


Total  number  of  attendances  made 


774 


Number  of  classes  held 


76 
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The  total  number  of  premature  infants  born  in  the  area  during  1965 
was  92.  The  figure  for  1964  was  108. 

» 7  '  ■  •  •  fc  .. ;  V  1  ’ 

Premature  Infants  Born  at  Home  to  Warrington  Mothers 


Weight  at  Birth 

Born  at  home  arid 
nursed  entirely 
at  home 

Born  at  home  and 
transferred  to 
hospital  on  or  before 
28th  day, 

Grand 

Total 

-  '  r‘  _ 

Total 

Died 
within 
24  hrs 
of 

birth 

Sur¬ 

vived 

28 

days 

Total 

Died 
within 
24  hrs 
of 

birth 

Sur¬ 

vived 

28 

days 

2-lb.  3-ozs.  or  less 

— 

_ 

_ 

'  — 

Over  2-lh.  3-oz.  up  to  and 

including  3-lb.  4-oz. 

— 

..  — 

2 

- 

—  • 

2 

Over  3-lb.  4-oz.  up  to 
and  including  4-tb.  6-oz. 

1 

_ 

1 

3 

2 

4 

Over  4-lb.  6-oz.  up  to  and 
including  4-lb.  15-pz.  . 

3 

_ 

3 

" 

3 

Over  4-lb.  15-oz.  up  to 

and  including  5-lb.  8-oz. 

8 

8 

2 

{  ,  * 

2 

10 

■  ii 

Totals  ... 

12 

— 

12 

-  .s  1 

7 

— 

4 
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3  premature  infants  died  within  28  days  during  1965.  This  means, 
that  3.26  per  cent  of  the  92  premature  infants  born  during  the  year 
died  within  28  days. 


CHILD  WELFARE 


GENERAL 

No  new  clinics  have  been  provided  during  the  year,  and  the  four  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  have  continued  to  work  satisfactorily.  The  benefit  of  the 
new  premises  at  Bewsey  was  felt  during  the  year  by  parents,  children  and 
staff.  This  was  reflected  in  the  increase  in  the  number  of  children  who 
attended  the  clinic  in  1965  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  Toddlers’  Clinics  provide  a  service  very  similar  to  the  School  Health 
Service.  Attendance  at  these  clinics  has  often  been  disappointing,  but  I  am 
pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  an  increasing  number  of  parents  have  taken 
the  opportunity  of  using  the  facilities  offered  at  the  clinics.  The  full  range 
of  specialist  services  are  available,  including  the  special  clinic  provided  by 
the  Education  Service. 
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The  Centres  being  operated  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  follows  : 

13  Folly  Lane,  Bewsey. 

Toddlers  Clinic.  Tuesday  10  a.m.  to  12  noon.  (By  appoint¬ 
ment). 

Welfare  Centre  :  Tuesday  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Central  Clinic,  Garven  Place. 

Toddlers’  Clinic.  Tuesday  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m.  (By  appointment) 

Welfare  Centre.  Wednesday  10  a.m.  to  12  noon  and  2  p.m. 
to  4  p.m. 

Orford  Health  Centre. 

Toddlers’  Clinic.  Thursday  10  a.m.  to  11-30  a.m.  (By  appoint¬ 
ment). 

Welfare  Centre.  Monday  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Thursday  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Methodist  Schoolroom,  Latchford. 

Welfare  Centre.  Friday  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

CONGENITAL  DEFECTS 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  whereby  every  congenital 
defect  which  was  noticed  at  birth  was  notified  to  the  Department.  This 
was  done  by  details  of  the  defect  being  put  on  the  birth  notification 
card  by  the  midwife  who  delivered  the  baby.  This  system  ensures  that 
every  child  who  has  been  notified  as  suffering  from  a  congenital  defect 
can  be  carefully  kept  under  surveillance.  During  the  year  28  congenital 
defects  were  reported. 


26 


Details  of  the  attendances  at  these  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  and  at  the  three  Toddlers'  Clinics  are  given  below  : 
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2.  Toddlers'  Clinics 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Sessions 

appointments 

toddlers  who 

held 

made 

attended 

154 

1378 

393 

No.  of 

Total  No.  of 

No.  referred 

revisits  by 

attendances 

for 

toddlers 

made 

treatment 

592 

985 

27 

3.  Consultations  with  Medical  Officer 


Name  of  Centre 

Under 

1  year 

1  to  5 
years 

Totals 

Central  Clinic,  Garven  Place 

589 

111 

700 

Bewsey 

311 

43 

354 

Orford  ... 

648 

107 

755 

Latchford 

259 

42 

301 

Totals 

1807 

303 

2110 

DENTAL  CARE 

During  the  year,  372  children  of  pre-school  age  were  dentally 
inspected,  and  330  commenced  treatment.  The  total  attendances  in  the 
same  period  were  457. 

The  number  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  dentally  inspected 
totalled  120,  and  the  number  of  attendances  made  for  treatment  was  395. 

General  anaesthetics  administered  totalled  242. 

The  tables  below  give  details  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year 


Commenced 

Made 

Examined 

Treatment 

Fit 

Expectant  and  Nursing 

Mothers  ... 

120 

127 

117 

Children  under  5  ... 

• 

372 

330 

231 

Scaling 

Silver 

Gen- 

and 

Fil- 

Ni- 

Cr’ns 

Ex- 

eral 

Dentures 

X- 

gum 

lings 

trate 

and 

trac- 

Anae- 

Rays 

treat- 

treat- 

Inla}rs 

tions 

sthe- 

ment 

ment 

tics 

Full 

Part 

Expectant 

and  Nursing 

Mothers 

127 

129 

— 

— 

307 

41 

51 

17 

6 

Children 

under  5 

13 

147 

2 

391 

201 

— 

— 
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DAY  NURSERIES 

The  Authority  at  the  end  of  the  year  had  one  Day  Nursery  in  opera¬ 
tion  providing  accommodation  for  50  children  under  the  age  of  five  years. 


ADMISSIONS 


Number  of  new 
applications  for 
admission 

Number  of  children 
admitted 

Short 

term 

Cases 

Social 

Cases 

Other 

Cases 

Short 

term 

Cases 

Social 

Cases 

Other 

Cases 

9 

37 

58 

6 

27 

13 

ATTENDANCES  MADE  AT  THE  DAY  NURSERY 
(MONDAY  TO  FRIDAY) 


No.  of  attendances 

No. 

of 

0—2 

2—5 

0—5 

days 

years 

years 

years 

open 

3821 

6908 

10729 

256 

The  table  below  gives  the  number  of  places  in  the  two  age  groups  at 
the  Day  Nursery,  and  the  average  daily  attendances  during  the  year. 


0  to  2  years 

2  to  5  years 

0  to  5  years 

No.  of 
places 

Average 

daily 

attendance 

No.  of 
places 

Average 

daily 

attendance 

No.  of 
places 

Average 

daily 

attendance 

14 

, 

14-92 

36 

26-98 

50 

41-91 

There  is  one  private  nursery  in  the  town  registered  under  the 
Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948. 
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CARE  OF  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS  AND  THEIR  CHILDREN 


26  such  cases  were  admitted  to  various  homes  during  1965,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  19  in  1964.  Close  co-operation  is  maintained  between  the 
various  homes  to  which  the  mothers  are  admitted  and  the  Authority,  in 
order  to  secure  follow-up  of  the  infants. 

Included  in  the  figure  of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  1965 
are  170  visits  to  illegitimate  children  under  one  year,  and  106  to  those  over 
one  year  old. 

Priority  in  the  allocation  of  nursery  accommodation  is  given  to  the 
children  of  unmarried  mothers  who  go  out  to  work. 


WELFARE  FOODS  AND  VITAMINS 

National  Dried  Milk  and  vitamins  were  available  at  the  Welfare 
Foods  Shop  each  day,  Monday  to  Saturday,  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
during  session,  and  at  sessions  of  the  Hospital  Ante-natal  Clinics.  Figures 
are  given  below  of  the  sales  for  1964  and  1965  for  comparison  : 


1965 


1964 


National  Dried  Milk 
Cod  Liver  Oil 
Vitamins  “  A  ”  and  "  D  ” 
Orange  Juice 


29,893  tins 
1,374  bottles 
1,910  packets 
17,318  bottles 


31,827  tins 
1,304  bottles 
2,137  packets 
15,817  bottles 


HEALTH  CENTRE 

The  Health  Centre  continues  to  operate  on  the  lines  indicated  in 
previous  reports.  The  working  arrangements  with  the  general  practitioners 
have  been  most  harmonious,  but  it  is  greatly  regretted  that  the  general 
practitioner  accommodation  is  not  used  to  a  greater  extent.  The  reluctance 
of  practitioners  to  increase  their  sessions,  I  feel,  is  bound  up  with  the  complex 
financial  agreement  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  it  is  not  possible  for 
the  authority  to  negotiate  an  hourly  rate  direct  with  the  practitioners  for  the 
use  of  the  premises,  which  might  well  prove  financially  advantageous  both  to 
the  practitioners  and  to  the  local  authority  and  use  the  premises  to  a  greater 
extent.  The  figures  for  general  practitioner  attendances  are  as  follows: 


1963 

—  22nd  April  to  31st  December,  1963 

11,252 

1964 

—  April  to  March,  1965 

15,897 

1965 

—  April  to  March,  1966 

16,452 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING  AND  ALLIED  SERVICES 

HEALTH  VISITING 


STAFF 

At  the  1st  January,  1965,  the  staff  consisted  of: — 

1  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer. 

1  Senior  Health  Visitor 

1  Whole-time  Health  Visitor 
12  Health  Visitor/School  Nurses 

2  Student  Health  Visitors 

2  Clinic  Nurses 

Two  Student  Health  Visitors  qualified  during  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  position  was: — 

1  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer 

1  Senior  Health  Visitor 

10  Health  Visitor/ School  Nurses 

2  Clinic  Nurses 

1  Whole-time  Health  Visitor  seconded  to  a  General  Practitioners 
Group. 

HEALTH  VISITORS’  DUTIES 

With  the  expanding  work  of  the  Health  Visitor  in  all  the  branches  of 
Preventive  Medicine,  selective  visiting  has  increased.  Routine  visiting  on  a 
selective  basis  of  all  children  under  5  years  was  carried  out.  Visits  were  paid 
to  all  notified  cases  of  infectious  disease,  and  advice  and  after-care  in  these 
cases  was  given. 

Visits  were  made  to  physically  handicapped  children  under  5  years  of 
age  at  3  monthly  intervals. 

Visiting  of  the  subnormal  persons  in  their  own  home,  and  those  on 
holiday  from  hospital,  was  carried  on  as  usual. 

Sweep  tests  of  hearing  of  children  under  5  years  were  carried  out  as 
routine,  and  where  necessary  referred  through  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  the  Consultant  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon,  who  attends  the 
Central  Clinic  on  a  sessional  basis. 

Routine  tests  for  Phenylketonuria  were  carried  out  on  all  children  at 
10-14  days  and  again  at  4-6  weeks. 

During  the  year  routine  visiting  of  the  aged  and  infirm  became  a  much 
more  detailed  part  of  their  work. 

On  the  increase  was  the  young  unmarried  mother,  and  in  this  field  the 
Health  Visitor  is  working  with  the  voluntary  services  of  the  Church,  of  all 
denominations,  to  try  to  establish  closer  relationships  with  the  unmarried 
mother  and  her  parents. 

Problem  families  still  take  up  a  large  proportion  of  the  Health  Visitors’ 
time  and  much  is  done  to  prevent  break-up  of  homes.  Close  contact  is 
maintained  with  both  voluntary  and  statutory  organisations  in  efforts  to 
help  families  as  units. 

Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  relaxation  classes  were  held  weekly  at  the 
ante-natal  clinic.  Film  shows  and  group  teaching  have  proved  very 
successful. 
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V  The  Health  Visitors  still  continue  to  attend  the  Chest  Clinic  at  the  local 
hospital  on  a  rota  system,  thereby  keeping  a  close  liaison  between  hospital 
and  domiciliary  work  relating  to  tuberculosis;  Tine  tests  and  readings  are 
carried  out  for  the  Chest  Physician  on  all  contacts  of  tuberculosis  under  the 
age  of  15  years. 

One  Health  Visitor  attends  fortnightly  at  the  Special  Clinic  for  follow-up 
visits  and  reports,  at  the  request  of  the  Venereologist. 

Student  Health  Visitors  from  a  nearby  training  Authority  spent  2  days 
here  and  were  given  an  insight  into  County  Borough  services.  Student 
nurses  from  the  local  hospital  spent  1  day  with  the  Health  Visitor  for  a  brief 
resume  of  domiciliary  work. 

One  whole- time  Health  Visitor  has  been  seconded  to  work  in  a  Group 
Practice  of  General  Practitioners.  As  this  liaison  has  only  taken  place  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  the  success  of  the  scheme  is  not  yet  making 
itself  evident. 

Close  relationships  with  all  General  Practitioners  are  still  maintained  on 
the  basis  of  individual  approach  by  Health  Visitor  to  General  Practitioner 
and  visa  versa  with  reasonable  success. 

It  is  hoped  in  the  near  future  to  train  selected  members  of  staff  as  field 
work  instructors,  with  a  view  to  improving  their  teaching  skills  for  the 
newly  envisaged  pattern  of  Health  Visiting. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS 


1.  Visits  to  Mothers  and  Young  Children 


Number 

of 

children 
under  5 
years  of 
age  visited 
during 
year 

Expectant 

mothers 

Children  under 

1  year  of  age 

Children 
age  1 
and 
under 

2  years 

Children 
age  2 
and  over 
but 
under 

5  years 

First 

visits 

Total 

visits 

First 

visits 

Total 

visits 

Total 

visits 

Total 

visits 

5,198 

369 

563 

1299 

5979 

4891 

5921 

2.  Other  Visits 


For  purposes  of  After-care  : 

first  visits 

17 

subsequent  visits 

9 

To  the  aged  and  infirm  : 

first  visits 

108 

subsequent  visits 

100 

To  cases  of  notifiable  disease 

173 

To  contacts  with  cases  of  V.D. 

11 

Special  visits  ... 

•••  •••  • • •  ••• 

639 

Visits  to  severely  sub-normal  patients 

126 

Total 

•  •  »  • *  *  •••  *  •  • 

...  1183 

No. 

3.  Attendances  at  Clinics  and  Centres 

of  attendances  at  Welfare  Centre  Sessions 

1022 

No. 

of  attendances  at  Ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinic 

sessions 

2 

No. 

of  attendances  at  Hospital  Out-Patient  Clinics  for 

purpose  of  liaison  : 

To  V.D.  Clinic 

11 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Health  Education  in  the  main  has  been  carried  on  in  the  homes  by 
various  members  of  the  staff.  This  has  been  supplemented  by  many  posters 
and  leaflets  which  are  on  display  in  the  clinics  and  centres. 

The  two  main  themes  have  again  been  on  the  two  subjects  of  smoking 
and  V.D.  Series  of  lectures  and  film  shows  have  also  been  arranged  by  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Section  on  Food  Handling,  and  these  were 
given  to  members  of  the  Food  Trade. 

Lectures  have  also  been  given  to  various  women’s  organisations  on  Food 
Handling  and  the  merits  of  Clean  Air. 
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MIDWIFERY 


STAFF 

At  the  1st  January,  1965,  the  staff  consisted  of  : — 

1  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer 

9  Midwives  employed  by  the  Local  Authority. 

1  Independent  practising  Midwife 

ORGANISATION  AND  DUTY  ARRANGEMENTS 

The  town  is  divided  into  two  areas,  No.  1  District  4  midwives,  No.  2 
District  5  midwives,  each  area  as  before  providing  relief  for  off  duty  and 
holidays,  both  areas  now  interchange  due  to  change  of  off  duty,  namely 
alternate  weekends,  thereby  giving  each  midwife  6  nights  off  out  of  14. 

During  the  year  1  midwife  was  granted  allowance  for  an  Auto-scooter, 
6  midwives  receive  casual-user  car  allowances,  the  remaining  two  using 
cycles. 

Midwives  operate  their  own  ante-natal  clinics  at  three  of  the  Local 
Authority  Clinics.  They  also  attend  and  instruct  at  the  relaxation  and 
preparation  of  child-birth  classes  at  the  Central  Clinic  in  conjunction  with  a 
Physiotherapist  and  Health  Visitors. 

MATERNITY  CASES  ATTENDED 

There  were  606  domiciliary  confinements  reported  and  818  insti¬ 
tutional  confinements  during  the  year. 

Midwives  employed  by  the  Authority  attended  589  cases  (4  where 
no  doctor  was  booked  and  585  where  a  doctor  was  booked). 

MEDICAL  AID 

Medical  aid  was  summoned  by  midwives  in  97  domiciliary  cases 
including  89  cases  where  the  medical  practitioner  had  arranged  to  provide 
the  patient  with  maternity  medical  services  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act.  The  Authority  is  liable  for  the  payment  of  the  practitioners’ 
fees  in  the  other  8  cases. 

ANALGESIA 

All  the  municipal  midwives  are  qualified  to  administer  analgesia 
(trilene,  gas  and  air,  and  pethidine)  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board.  All  midwives  are  equipped  for  trilene  admini¬ 
stration. 

During  the  year  municipal  mid  wives  administered  analgesics  to 
Warrington  mothers  as  follows  : — 

Gas  and  Air  Trilene  Pethidine 

32  486  426 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

11  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified.  10  were  hospital  cases, 
and  1  in  domiciliary  practice. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

No  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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MATERNITY  OUTFITS 

A  free  issue  of  maternity  outfits  is  made  in  accordance  with  Ministry 
of  Health  instructions,  namely,  to  those  patients  whose  confinement  will 
be  conducted  under  the  National  Health  Service  arrangement.  702  such 
outfits  were  issued  during  the  year. 


VISITS  PAID  BY  MUNICIPAL  MIDWIVES 


For 

Ante- 

During 

Puerper- 

After  10th 
day  (for 

To 

For 

natal 

Care 

uim 

period 

post-natal 

care) 

Pupils' 

Cases 

Other 

Reasons 

Total 

Doctor  not 

booked  . 

— 

1 

5 

— 

38 

44 

Doctor  booked 

3121 

4316 

97 

3160 

498 

11192 

Totals 

3121 

4317 

102 

3160 

536 

11236 

Visits  to  patients  discharged  from  hospital  before  10th  day  1532 


During  1965,  410  maternity  patients  were  discharged  from  hospital 
before  the  tenth  day  of  puerperium. 

MIDWIFERY  TRAINING 

There  are  6  Teaching  Midwives  on  the  Local  Authority  staff. 

The  Warrington  General  Hospital  is  an  approved  training  school 
for  Part  II. 


HOME  NURSING 


STAFF 

At  1st  January,  1965,  the  staff  consisted  of  : — 

1  Superintendent  of  the  Home  Nursing  Service. 
15  Whole-time  Home  Nurses. 

1  Part-time  Home  Nurse. 


At  31st  December,  1965,  the  staff  consisted  of  : — 
1  Superintendent  of  the  Home  Nursing  Service. 
14  Whole-time  Home  Nurses. 

1  Part-time  Home  Nurse. 


ORGANISATION 

The  total  number  of  new  cases  attended  during  the  year  again  showed 
a  decrease  as  did  also  the  number  of  visits. 

There  is  a  fluctuating  demand  for  the  service  of  a  Home  Nurse  and 
although  the  section  was  slightly  understaffed  at  the  end  of  the  year,  each 
case  received  all  the  attention  which  it  required. 

The  turnover  of  staff  in  this  section  is  rather  high,  and  it  is  becoming 
more  difficult  to  fill  each  succeeding  vacancy. 

TRAINING 

No  Home  Nurses  were  seconded  for  District  Training. 

11  Home  Nurses  attended  a  one-day  Refresher  Course  organised  by 
Lancashire  County  Council. 


35 


CASES  ATTENDED 


The  tables  below  give  details  of  the  numbers  and  types  of  cases 
attended,  the  disposal  of  cases,  and  visits  paid,  by  Home  Nurses  during  the 
year. 


Type  of  Case 

1 

No.  of 
cases  on 
books  at 
1/1/65 

No.  of 
cases  added 
to  books 
during  year 

No.  of 
cases  on 
books  at 
end  of  year 

Medical  ... 

314 

968 

319 

Surgical 

46 

192 

51 

Infectious  Diseases 

1 

48 

3 

Tuberculosis 

4 

4 

3 

Maternal  Complications 

— 

2 

— 

Others  ... 

14 

15 

15 

Totals 

379 

1229 

391 

r 

Of  the  total  of  1,229  new  cases  attended  during  the  year  113  were 
under  5  years  of  age,  and  571  were  over  65  years  of  age. 

1,608  cases  were  attended  during  the  year.  The  table  below  gives 
details  of  the  disposal  of  the  1,217  cases  removed  from  the  books  during 
the  year. 


Type  of  Case 

Patients 

Convalescent 

Patients 

Died 

Patients 
sent  to 
hospital 

] 

1 

Patients 
removed 
from  books 
for  other 
causes 

i 

Medical 

521 

129 

189 

124 

Surgical 

127 

9 

38 

13 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

32 

4 

7 

3 

Tuberculosis  ... 

2 

— 

1 

2 

Maternal  Complications 

9 

— 

— 

1 

Others 

9 

1 

3 

Totals  ... 

693 

143 

235 

146 

1 

VISITS  PAID 

Home  Nurses  made  a  total  of  48,382  visits  to  all  cases  during  the 
year,  compared  with  49,976  in  1964.  Details  of  the  numbers  of  visits  paid 


to  the  various  types  of  case  are  given  below  : — 

To  medical  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  40,013 

To  surgical  cases  .  7,352 

To  cases  of  infectious  disease  ...  ...  276 

To  cases  of  tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  430 

To  cases  of  maternal  complications  ...  37 

To  other  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  274 
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INJECTION  CLINIC 


This  clinic  is  held  at  Garven  Place  during  each  afternoon  from  Monday  to 
Friday.  During  the  year  122  patients  made  1,221  attendances  at  the  clinic  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  injections. 

Less  demand  was  made  on  the  clinic  during  1965  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  although  at  the  close  of  the  year  61  patients  were  still  attending 
this  clinic  which  is  7  more  than  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

BATHS  SERVICE 

During  the  year  this  service  which  provides  trained  staff  to  visit  the 
aged  and  infirm  in  their  homes  to  give  them  baths  was  continued.  The  demand 
for  this  service  has  also  fallen  during  the  year  when  106  old  people  were  given 
baths  and  1,871  visits  were  paid  to  their  homes  by  the  staff. 


SICK  ROOM  EQUIPMENT 

The  purpose  of  this  service  is  to  provide  sick  room  equipment  for  short 
periods  only.  This  is  a  service  which  is  always  greatly  appreciated  by  the 
patients,  and  the  number  of  articles  issued  during  1965  rose  to  614  as  against 
575  in  1964. 

The  equipment  is  only  issued  following  a  request  from  the  family  doctor 
or  nurse  to  persons  residing  in  the  County  Borough.  The  continuous  demand 
for  this  type  of  equipment  means  that  each  case  has  to  be  reviewed  every 
three  months. 

Equipment  which  is  required  on  a  permanent  basis  is  not  supplied  by 
the  Health  and  Welfare  Department,  but  is  obtained  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  on  the  recommendation  of  a  Consultant  Physician. 

INCONTINENCE  PADS 

These  pads  are  supplied  where  necessary  to  persons  who  are  re¬ 
ceiving  home  nursing  care.  No  charge  is  made  for  this  service,  but  the 
patient  is  expected  to  dispose  of  the  pads  where  possible.  Arrangements 
can,  however,  be  made  for  incineration  in  exceptional  circumstances. 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 


STAFF 

At  31st  December,  1965,  the  staff  consisted  of  : 

1  Domestic  Help  Organiser. 

2  Domestic  Help  Visitors 
1  Clerk/Typist. 

121  Domestic  Helps  (part-time). 


ORGANISATION 

The  establishment  for  the  year  1965  was  fixed  on  the  basis  of  95  domestic 
helps  each  working  35  hours,  and  the  number  employed  at  31st  December, 
1965,  was  121.  As  each  Help  works  a  varying  number  of  hours,  some  much 
less  than  35  hours,  the  expenditure  for  wages  was  kept  within  the  Estimates 
figure.  Women  with  the  necessary  qualities  for  this  type  of  Welfare  work 
become  increasingly  difficult  to  recruit,  fortunately  there  is  not  a  large 
turnover  of  staff  but,  nevertheless,  there  is  sometimes  a  long  delay  in  Tiling 
vacancies. 

During  the  year  there  were  again  two  increases  in  the  hourly  rate 
chargeable  to  applicants  paying  the  Full  Cost.  This  became  necessary 
because  of  two  wage  awards  to  the  Domestic  Helps  and  the  maximum  charge 
at  the  year  end  was  5s.  4d.  per  hour.  The  increase  only  affected  a  small 
number  of  applicants  as  649  of  the  721  cases  had  incomes  of  not  more  than 
the  National  Assistance  level  and,  therefore,  received  the  service  free. 


STATISTICS 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  numbers  and  types  of  cases 
attended  and  the  visits  paid  by  Domestic  Helps  during  the  year 


Categories  of  Cases 

Total  cases 
dealt  with 
during  1965 

Total 

visits 

Cases  on 
books  at  31st 
Dec.,  1965 

Chronic  Sick  and  Aged 

869 

62890 

708 

Tuberculosis 

7 

562 

6 

Acute  illness 

12 

190 

3 

Mothers  with  young  children 

9 

332 

2 

Maternity 

25 

185 

2 

Totals  ...  ...  ...  ... 

922 

64,159 

721 

The  above  table  shows  that  the  Chronic  Sick  and  Aged  Group  accounts 
by  far  for  the  largest  proportion  of  the  assistance  given.  In  this  category 
the  cases  show  an  increase  of  approximately  7%  and  the  visits  an  increase 
of  approximately  8%. 
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Details  of  Sources  of  Applications  in  the  Year  1965 

ARE  LISTED  BELOW  I 


General  Practitioner  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Health  Visitors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Home  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Mental  Health  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

National  Assistance  Board  ...  ...  ...  15 

Welfare  Services  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Blind  Welfare  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Applicant  or  Family  ...  ..,  ...  ...  95 

Children’s  Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 
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During  the  year  the  average  number  of  visits  each  week  by  domestic 
helps  was  1211,  compared  with  1139  in  1964. 


The  Organiser  and  the  two  Home  Help  Visitors  have  paid  3,011 
visits  to  homes  in  connection  with  the  service. 


Visits  by  Domestic  Helps 


Chronic 

Sick 

and  Aged 

T.B. 

Acute 

Illness 

Mothers 

with 

young 

children 

Maternity 

Total 

January 

5158 

56 

11 

32 

7 

5264 

February 

5059 

51 

8 

24 

15 

5157 

March  ... 

5277 

45 

11 

27 

10 

5370 

April  ... 

6066 

47 

32 

22 

13 

6180 

May  ... 

3906 

29 

19 

20 

15 

3989 

June  ... 

5959 

54 

30 

38 

5 

6086 

July  . 

5560 

48 

11 

42 

13 

5674 

August 

5308 

50 

9 

32 

13 

5412 

September 

4719 

43 

8 

15 

32 

4817 

October 

4863 

44 

16 

39 

33 

4995 

November 

5074 

40 

15 

30 

10 

5169 

December 

5941 

55 

20 

11 

19 

6046 

Totals  ... 

(, 

62890 

562 

190 

332 

185 

64159 
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CHIROPODY  SERVICE 


The  Chiropody  Service  continued  in  great  demand  and,  during  the  year, 
was  extended  so  as  to  provide  three  sessions  per  week  at  Folly  Lane  Clinic 
and  three  sessions  at  the  Orford  Health  Centre,  in  addition  to  the  full-time 
service  available  at  Garven  Place  Clinic.  1,940  attendances  were  made 
during  the  year,  which  is  a  remarkably  high  number  considering  that  for 
some  months  during  the  middle  part  of  the  year  we  were  without  an}^ 
Chiropodist.  Details  are  given  below  of  the  cases  treated  at  the  Clinics  during 
the  year. 


Priority  Group 

No.  of 
cases 

seen 

No.  of 
attend¬ 
ances 
made 

Transport 

Cases 

on 

books 

31/12/65 

No.  of 
cases 

No.  of 
journeys 
made 

Aged  and  Infirm  ... 

637 

1885 

108 

199 

876 

Physically 

Handicapped  ... 

17 

47 

4 

21 

21 

Expectant  and 

Nursing  Mothers 

2 

8 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

656 

1940 

112 

220 

898 

Total  number  of  Sessions  ...  320 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


ORGANISATION 

At  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  under  review,  Lancashire 
County  terminated  their  agency  agreement  with  our  service. 

The  loss  of  this  agency  necessitated  certain  economies  to  be  made  in 
staff  employed,  in  minimum  staffing  levels  and  in  the  method  of  staffing  the 
control  of  the  service. 

The  effect  of  this  loss  upon  the  service  was  a  drop  in  the  number  of 
patients  carried  of  5,124  and  a  decrease  in  mileage  run  of  26,713. 

The  prophecy  made  in  the  1964  report  that  the  loss  of  the  agencies 
would  re-establish  the  balance  of  1962  has  proved  true  and  in  fact,  the  1965 
figures  show  an  increase  of  some  2,000  patients  carried  over  and  above  the 
1962  figure. 

VEHICLES 

One  new  purpose  built  dual  purpose  vehicle  was  added  to  the  fleet  in 
1965.  This  vehicle  being  identical  to  the  vehicle  ordered  and  delivered  in 
1964.  The  original  vehicle  of  this  type  has  proved  to  be  excellent,  both  for 
its  main  purpose  of  carrying  large  numbers  of  sitting  cases,  but  also  as  a 
relief  ambulance  as  the  need  arises. 

This  type  of  vehicle  offers  much  improved  passenger  comfort  together 
with  greater  ease  of  loading  and  unloading  the  often  severely  handicapped 
patients  designated  as  sitting  cases. 

ACCIDENTS 

During  the  year  9  accidents  were  reported,  only  three  of  which  involved 
damage  to  our  vehicles.  The  remainder  were  instances  of  damage  to  personal 
property  of  members  of  the  staff  while  handling  patients  and  cases  of  slight 
mishap  to  patients  during  loading. 

STAFF 

The  total  staff  employed  was  reduced  by  one  following  the  loss  of  the 
Lancashire  agency,  and  Leading  Drivers  were  given  certain  regular  control 
duties  as  a  means  to  greater  economies  in  the  operation  of  the  service. 

TRANSPORT  TO  SPECIALIST  HOSPITALS 

This  type  of  transport  continues  to  form  a  major  part  of  our  daily 
commitment  and  in  the  last  nine  months  of  the  year  since  a  separate  record 
has  been  kept,  we  have  transported  794  patients  to  and  from  Liverpool 
hospitals,  63  to  Manchester  hospitals,  and  123  to  other  hospitals,  generally 
more  distant.  Many  of  these  transfers  were  of  an  emergency  nature  often 
necessitating  Police  escort. 

STAFF  TRAINING 

Many  members  of  the  staff  again  were  successful  in  passing  re- qualifying 
examinations  in  First  Aid  and  Home  Nursing. 

It  is  hoped  to  introduce  in  1966  a  course  of  Advanced  First  Aid  which 
is  specially  designed  to  enhance  the  capabilities  of  ambulance  personnel  in 
the  care  and  handling  of  patients. 
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CIVIL  DEFENCE 


Numbers  under  regular  instruction  showed  a  slight  decline  on  the 
previous  year  but  the  Ambulance  and  First  Aid  Section  were  very  successful 
in  the  Regional  Tourney  staged  at  Belle-Vue  during  the  year.  The  team 
entered  being  placed  second  out  of  more  than  twenty  teams  competing. 

During  the  year  the  Ambulance  Officer  was  again  called  upon  to  serve 
as  a  member  of  a  number  of  panels  of  examiners  for  tests  held  by  various 
neighbouring  Authorities. 

SPECIAL  SERVICES 

In  addition  to  the  normal  work  of  the  service,  the  following  special 
transport  or  services  were  provided. 

Emergency  Oxygen  was  supplied  10  times. 

Obstetrical  Flying  Squad  transport  was  provided  20  times. 

Chiropody  patients  were  transported  31  times. 

Handicapped  persons  were  carried  19  times. 

Transport  for  Home  Nurses  was  provided  4  times. 

Messages  were  taken  and  passed  on  for  action  to  the  Home  Nursing 
Service  on  189  occasions. 

Transport  by  rail  was  arranged  8  times. 

MALICIOUS  CALLS 

There  were  sixteen  hoax  calls  made  to  the  service  during  the  year. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  work  carried  out  in  respect  of 
Warrington  patients,  in  the  agency  area  operated  by  agreement  with 
Lancashire  County  Council,  and  for  other  Ambulance  Authorities. 


Warrington  Cases 


No.  of  patients  carried 

Miles 

Emergency 

Infectious 

disease 

Sickness 

Total 

No.  run 

Average 
per  patient 

Ambulances  . 

1666 

11 

11851 

13528 

54868 

405 

Sitting-case 
cars . 

258 

14 

16167 

16439 

50407 

306 

Totals  ... 

1924 

25 

28018 

29967 

105275 

3-51 

Lancashire  Agency  Area  Cases  to  Termination  of  Agency 


No  of  patients  carried 

Miles 

Emergency 

Infectious 

disease 

Sickness 

Total 

No.  run 

Average 
per  patient 

Ambulances 

69 

1 

583 

653 

3,418 

5.23 

Sitting  case 
cars  . 

1 

— 

373 

374 

1,953 

5.22 

Totals  .... 

70 

1 

956 

1,027 

5,371 

5.22 

Cases  in  Lancashire  County  Area  Since  Termination  of  Agency 


No.  of  patients  carried 

Miles 

Emergency 

Infectious 

disease 

Sickness 

Total 

No.  run 

Average 
per  patient 

Ambulances  . 

28 

_ 

5 

33 

235 

712 

Sitting-case 
cars  ...  ... 

1 

— 

1 

2 

19 

95 

Totals  ... 

29 

- 

6 

35 

254 

7-25 

Cases  in  Cheshire  County  Area 


No.  of  patients  carried 

Miles 

Emergency 

Infectious 

disease 

Sickness 

Total 

No.  run 

Average 
per  patient 

Ambulances  . 

14 

_ 

8 

22 

160 

7-27 

Sitting-case 
cars  •  •  •  •  •  • 

— 

— 

9 

9 

113 

12-55 

Totals  ... 

14 

— 

17 

31 

273 

8*80 
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Other  Cases 


No.  of  patients  carried 

Miles 

Emergency 

Infectious 

disease 

Sickness 

Total 

No.  run 

Average 
per  patient 

4mbulances  . 
Sitting-case  . 

— 

— 

10 

10 

121 

1210 

cars . 

— 

— 

5 

5 

40 

8-00 

Totals  ... 

— 

— 

15 

15 

161 

10-73 

Summary 


No.  of 

No.  of 

patients 

miles 

carried 

run 

Warrington  cases  ... 

29967 

105275 

Lancashire  C.C.  cases 

1062 

5625 

Cheshire  C.C.  cases 

31 

•  •  •  t/  A  •  •  * 

273 

Other  cases 

1 5 

•  •  •  A  t/  •  •  • 

161 

Totals  ... 

...  31075 

111334 

1964 

4-31 

3-36 

3-81 


1965 

Average  number  of  miles  per  patient  :  Ambulances  4-12 

Cars  302 

All  vehicles  3 ‘58 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


SUBNORMALITY 

At  the  end  of  the  year  118  patients,  as  shown  below,  were  in  the 
community  care  of  the  authority. 


Category  of  patient 

Under  age  16 

16  yrs. 

and  over 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Subnormal  patients  receiving 
routine  home  visits 

2 

6 

2 

6 

Severely  subnormal  patients 
receiving  routine  home 
visits 

30 

17 

25 

38 

55 

55 

Totals  ... 

30 

17 

27 

44 

57 

61 

Patients  included  in  figure 
above  attending  Day 
Training  Centres  . 

28 

11 

,0 

11 

38 

22 

Routine  visitation  of  subnormal  patients  is  carried  out  by  the  Health 
Visitors,  who,  for  this  purpose  made  118  visits  during  the  year. 


JUNIOR  TRAINING  CENTRE 

During  1965  the  new  Junior  Training  Centre  in  Loushers  Lane  was 
opened,  and  the  furnishing  and  subsequent  moving  in  September  dominated 
the  vear. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  register  has  remained  in  the  region  of 
40  throughout  the  year.  A  number  have  reached  16  years  and  left  but  others 
have  taken  their  places — mainly  5  year  olds. 

The  proportion  of  boys  to  girls  has  increased  over  the  last  year  or  two, 
the  numbers  at  the  end  of  1965  being  roughly  §  boys  to  J  girls.  It  was 
therefore  decided  to  try  cookery  with  boys  as  well  as  girls  and  this  has  proved 
quite  successful  in  trying  to  get  them  to  do  things  which  they  might  quite 
well  find  useful  at  home— make  a  pot  of  tea,  make  toast,  beans  on  toast, 
cheese  on  toast,  cut  and  butter  bread,  peel  and  boil  potatoes. 

Since  moving  to  the  new  building  Mr.  Taylor  from  the  Adult  Training 
Centre  has  attended  for  one  day  a  week,  to  take  woodwork  with  all  the  older 
boys,  and  this  also  has  been  quite  successful  and  very  much  enjoyed  by 
them.  They  learn  to  operate  the  various  tools  in  the  correct  way  to  lessen 
danger  of  mishaps,  and  have  made  several  things — teapot  stands,  letter- 
racks  etc.  and  some  of  them  are  at  present  working  on  a  bird-table  for  the 
Centre. 

Two  children  have  travelled  on  public  transport  alone  during  the  year 
quite  successfully  managing  the  necessary  change  in  town. 
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Details  are  given  below  of  attendances  at  this  Centre  during  the  yeai . 

No.  of  pupils  attending  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  39 

No.  of  attendances  during  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  6468 

The  Centre  was  open  on  191  days  during  the  year  and  the  pupils 
attained  an  attendance  rate  of  83.2  per  cent  of  the  maximum  attendances 
possible. 

Pupils  attending  the  Centre  who  are  unable  to  make  their  own  way 
there  are  provided  with  transport  to  and  from  their  own  homes,  using 
the  Minibus  based  at  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department,  and 
supplemented  by  transport  from  the  Ambulance  Service. 


SALISBURY  STREET  HOSTEL 

The  Hostel  is  now  well  established  and  continues  to  provide  a  useful 
service.  As  in  previous  years  staffing  difficulties  have  proved  to  be  the 
main  problem. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  8  patients  in  permanent  residence, 
one  being  in  the  Guardianship  of  the  Authority.  From  time  to  time, 
especially  during  the  summer  months,  patients  are  admitted  for  short¬ 
term  care,  in  order  to  allow  their  parents  to  take  a  holiday. 


Under  16 
years 

Over  16 
years 

Total 

No.  of  patients  resident  on  1.1.65 

7 

2 

9 

No.  of  patients  resident  on  31.12.65 

4 

4 

8 

No.  of  patient  resident  days  during  year 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

.  ,  .  ... 

2,784 

Hot  mid-day  meals  are  cooked  at  the  Hostel  and  supplied  to  the 
trainees  attending  the  Adult  Training  Centre.  4,322  meals  were  supplied 
during  the  year. 


ADULT  TRAINING  CENTRE 

The  alterations  being  carried  out  at  end  of  last  year  have  been  completed, 
thus  making  it  possible  to  admit  eleven  female  trainees  and  appoint  a  female 
orderly. 

The  staff  of  the  Centre  consists  of  Supervisor  and  Assistant  Supervisor, 
1  Female  Orderly,  10  Male  and  11  Female  Trainees. 

More  work  has  been  obtained  from  local  firms  to  accommodate  the  extra 
trainees.  Among  the  types  of  work  being  carried  out  are  making  wooden 
packing  cases,  fixing  gummed  labels  to  cardboard  cartons  and  also  wire  work 
which  includes  punching  woven  wire  filters,  and  drilling  and  name  stamping 
metal  labels. 
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The  Centre  was  open  on  232  days  during  the  year. 
Details  of  attendances  are  given  below  : 

No.  of  trainees  in  attendance  at  beginning  of 


year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  trainees  in  attendance  at  end  of  year  ...  21 

No.  of  attendances  made  during  year  ...  4,188 

No.  of  possible  attendances  during  year  ...  4,518 

Percentage  of  possible  attendances 

achieved  .  92.7 


OTHER  FORMS  OF  MENTAL  DISORDER 

The  following  cases  were  receiving  routine  visits  from  Mental  Welfare 
Officers  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Males  Females  Total 
Mentally  ill  ...  ...  ...  57  87  146 

The  Mental  Welfare  Officers  are  responsible  for  routine  and  special 
visiting  of  patients  affected  with  other  forms  of  mental  disorder.  Details 
of  these  visits  are  given  below  : — 

For  purposes  of  after-care  ...  ...  ...  941 

For  other  purposes  ...  ...  ...  ...  381 

2,396  interviews  were  held  by  Mental  Welfare  Officers  during  the 
year,  as  follows  : — 

At  office  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  843 

Home  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1142 

Elswhere  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  411 

252  patients  were  admitted  to  Mental  Hospitals  through  the  Mental 
Health  Service,  222  of  whom  were  patients  normally  resident  in  the 
Borough. 

Details  are  given  below  of  the  sex  and  mode  of  admission  of  the  252 
patients.  Where  figures  are  shown  in  brackets  these  relate  to  the  number 
of  out-of-borough  patients  included. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Admitted  informally 

78 

99 

177 

Admitted  under  compulsory 
powers  of  detention  : 

(14) 

(6) 

(20) 

Section  25  (for  observation)  ... 

9 

17 

26 

(i) 

(i) 

(2) 

Section  26  (for  treatment) 

7 

4 

11 

Section  29  (for  observation  in 

(-) 

H 

(-) 

case  of  emergency)  ... 

23 

15 

38 

(3) 

(5) 

(8) 

Section  60  (by  courts) 

— 

— 

— 

H 

(-) 

H 

Totals 

117 

135 

252 

(18) 

(12) 

(30) 
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As  in  previous  years  the  above  figures  do  not  include  a  small  number 
of  admissions  not  dealt  with  through  the  Mental  Health  Service. 

It  has  again  been  observed  that  although  the  average  length  of  stay 
in  Mental  Hospitals  has  been  greatly  reduced,  re-admissions  are  more 
frequent. 

Help  has  been  readily  given  to  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  by  the 
Police,  Welfare  Services,  W.V.S.,  etc.,  and  the  general  practitioners  in 
the  town  have  co-operated  well. 


ADMISSIONS  TO  MENTAL  HOSPITALS 

Since  the  National  Health  Service  commenced  in  1948  there  has  been 
a  change  in  the  outlook  with  regard  to  mental  health  which  was  formulated 
in  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959.  From  1949  to  1959  there  was  a  steady  rise 
in  the  admission  rate  from  135  in  1949  to  260  in  1959.  Since  1959  the  total 
admission  rate  has  remained  remarkably  constant  but  there  has  been  a 
significant  increase  in  the  number  of  re-admissions.  The  tables  below  show 
the  pattern  of  admissions  since  1957  and  the  total  number  of  admissions 
and  re-admissions  since  5th  July,  1948.  Of  the  3,591  admissions  since  July 
1948,  1,950  were  re-admissions,  and  of  the  2,616  patients  admitted  975  were 
re-admissions  (37.3%). 


Total  Number  of  Patients  admitted  to  W inwick  from  5th  July ,  1948  to  4 th  July , 
1964. 


Total 

Total 

Patients 

Admissions 

No.  of  patients  admitted  once  only 

1.641 

1,641 

No.  of  patients  admitted  twice 

308 

616 

No.  of  patients  admitted  three  times 

126 

378 

No.  of  patients  admitted  four  times 

66 

264 

No.  of  patients  admitted  five  times 

30 

150 

No.  of  patients  admitted  six  times 

17 

102 

No.  of  patients  admitted  seven  times 

17 

119 

No.  of  patients  admitted  eight  times 

9 

72 

No.  of  patients  admitted  nine  times 

9 

81 

No.  of  patients  admitted  ten  times 

7 

70 

No.  of  patients  admitted  eleven  times 

3 

33 

No.  of  patients  admitted  twelve  times 

1 

12 

No.  of  patients  admitted  thirteen  times 

1 

13 

No.  of  patients  admitted  fourteen  times 

1 

14 

No.  of  patients  admitted  sixteen  times 

1 

16 
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Total  Number  of  Patients  admitted  to  W inwick  from  1st  January ,  1957  to 
31st  December ,  1964. 


1957 


Total 

Admissions 


No.  of  patients  admitted  once  only 
No.  of  patients  admitted  twice 

1958 

No  of  patients  admitted  once  only 
No.  of  patients  admitted  twice 
No.  of  patients  admitted  three  times 

1959 

No.  of  patients  admitted  once  only 
No.  of  patients  admitted  twice 
No.  of  patients  admitted  three  times 
No.  of  patients  admitted  four  times 

1960 

No.  of  patients  admitted  once  only 
No.  of  patients  admitted  twice 
No.  of  patients  admitted  three  times 
No.  of  patients  admitted  four  times 

1961 

No.  of  patients  admitted  once  only 
No.  of  patients  admitted  twice 
No.  of  patients  admitted  three  times 

1962 

No.  of  patients  admitted  once  only 
No.  of  patients  admitted  twice 
No.  of  patients  admitted  three  times 
No.  of  patients  admitted  five  times 

1963 

No.  of  patients  admitted  once  only 
No.  of  patients  admitted  twice 
No.  of  patients  admitted  three  times 

1964 

No.  of  patients  admitted  once  only 
No.  of  patients  admitted  twice 
No.  of  patients  admitted  three  times 
No.  of  patients  admitted  four  times 


182 

18 


183 

21 

3 


158 

39 

5 

2 


155 

27 

8 

3 


143 

25 

2 


175 

18 

1 

1 


167 

18 

4 


178 

16 

4 

1 


218 


240 


259 


245 


196 


219 


215 


226 


GUARDIANSHIP 

There  were  two  severely  sub -normal  patients,  both  feimle  under 
guardianship  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  CIRCUMSTANCES 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

HOUSING 


Housing  Act  1957 — Slum  Clearance 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Health  Inspectors  to  ascertain  whether  any  house 
in  the  local  authority’s  area  is  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Following  a  general  survey  and  many  detailed  inspections  of  properties 
throughout  the  town  the  following  estimate  was  sent  to  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  on  the  30th  April,  1965. 


Estimated  number  of  unfit  houses 

(i)  Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  local 

authority’s  area:  24,498 

(ii)  Estimated  total  number  of  permanent  houses  UNFIT 

for  human  habitation  in  the  first  quarter  of  1965:  4,061* 

*This  figure  does  not  include  several  thousand  substandard  houses  in  tho 
town,  i.e.  houses  without  a  bath,  hot  water  supply,  internal  W.C.  etc. 


Action  taken  during  1965 

The  Council  resolved  that  the  house  building  programme  for  1965  should 
provide  for  inviting  tenders  for  the  construction  of  a  maximum  of  500  houses 
of  which  some  200  would  be  of  the  industrialised  type. 

It  was  also  decided  that  during  the  next  two  years  the  allocation  of 
tenancies  of  Corporation  houses  for  rehousing  persons  displaced  by  slum 
clearance  and  road  widening  schemes  should  be  equivalent  to  the  total 
number  of  new  dwellings  erected. 

As  a  result  of  this  proposed  acceleration  in  the  slum  clearance  programme 
500  unfit  houses  were  represented  to  and  accepted  by  the  Council  for 
demolition  as  follows: 
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Clearance  Areas  represented  during  1965 


Address 

No.  of 
houses 

Address 

No.  of 
houses 

John  Street  Clearance  Area 

John  Street  Clearance  Area 

No.  1 

No.  2 

Ashton  Street 

Haydock  Street 

21—45;  18—50. 

30 

53—57. 

3 

Heaton  Street 

1—23;  2—22. 

23 

Clare  Street 

1—19;  2—14 

17 

Elizabeth  Street  Clearance 

Area 

John  Street 

Leicester  Street 

38—64. 

14 

1—51 

26 

Furness  Street 

Cartwright  Street 

1—7;  2—6 

7 

55—87 

17 

Haydock  Street 

Collin  Street 

65—67;  71—85 

10 

3—15 

7 

Lythgoes  Lane 

Elizabeth  Street 

61—65 

3 

14  50 

19 

TOTAL  176  HOUSES 
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INDIVIDUALLY  UNFIT  HOUSES  REPRESENTED  DURING  1965 


No.  of 
louses 

No.  of 
rouses 

Academy  Street 

Kerfoot  Street 

11 

1 

7—35 

15 

Albert  Street 

Liverpool  Road 

3—19 

9 

250—258;  5 

6 

Atherton  Street 

Lloyd  Street 

2 

1 

38 

1 

Battersby  Lane 

Long  Lane 

30—56 

14 

14 

1 

Baxter  Street 

Lythgoes  Lane 

37 

1 

67—73 

4 

Buckley  Street 

Manchester  Road 

2—12 

6 

2  32;  328  330 

18 

Buttermarket  Street 

Milner  Street 

77 

1 

2—28 

14 

Carlisle  Street 

Pierpoint  Street 

1—19;  2—16 

18 

44  and  48 

2 

Catherine  Street 

Pinners  Brow 

112—120;  70 

6 

9 

1 

Church  Street 

Pitt  Street 

46  50;  54  60;  75  81; 

4  and  6 

2 

162—168 

15 

Platt  Street 

Dallam  Lane 

1—17;  2—18 

18 

107 

1 

Plumpton  Street 

Dial  Court 

19—71 

27 

7—15 

5 

Powys  Street 

Edward  Street 

26—30 

3 

4  20 

9 

Priestley  Street 

Enfield  Place 

98 

1 

1—5 

3 

Rodney  Street 

Greenall  Street 

22 

1 

39—65 

14 

Sandy  Lane 

Greengate  Court 

57 

1 

2 

1 

Stevenson  Street 

Guardian  Street 

12 

1 

1—13 

7 

Twelve  Arches, 

Hamilton  Street 

The  Bungalow 

1 

41 

1 

Watkin  Street 

Heatons  Yard 

20 

1 

1 

1 

Wellington  Street 

Howard  Street 

33—71 

20 

2;  6—78;  25 

39 

Win  wick  Road 

150—172 

12 

TOT 

WL  3o: 

1  HOUSES 
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UNFIT  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED  OR  CLOSED  SINCE  THE  SLUM 
CLEARANCE  PROGRAMME  RE-COMMENCED  IN  1955. 


No.  of 
houses 

in 

area 

Date 

of 

Represen¬ 

tation 

Date 

of 

Confir¬ 

mation 

No.  of 
Families 
Rehoused 

No.  of  houses 
demolished 
1955  to 
31.12.65 

1.  CLEARANCE  AREAS 
Mersey  Street  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order  1956. 

67 

18.  6.56 

16.  8.57 

64 

67 

Winwick  Road 
Compulsory  Purchase 
Order  Nos.  1  &  2  1958 

63 

29.  4.58 

14  .4.59 

58 

63 

Warburton  Street 
Compusory  Purchase 

Order  1960 

86 

28.  6.60 

22.  6.61 

82 

86 

Dial  Street  Compulsory 

22 

7.11.61 

12.12.62 

16 

22 

Purchase  Order  1961 
Knutsford  Road 
Compulsory  Purchase 
Order  No.  3  1963 

23 

2.  7.63 

15.  5.64 

20 

23 

Kerfoot  Street 

Compulsory  Purchase 
Order  1964 

41 

11.  2.64 

11.11.64 

37 

Elizabeth  Street 

Clearance  Order  1965 

70 

9.11.65 

John  Street  Clearance 
Order  No.  1  1965 

104 

7.12.65 

John  Street  Clearance 
Order  No.  2  1965 

3 

7.12.65 

— 

— 

— 

c  f 

479 

277 

261 
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No.  of 
houses 
Repre¬ 
sented 

No.  of 
families 
rehoused 
since  1955 

No.  of  houses 
demolished 
1955  to 
31.12.65 

b  f 

2.  HOUSES  DEALT  WITH  BY  INDIVI¬ 
DUAL  DEMOLITION  OR  CLOSING 

479 

277 

261 

(a)  Demolition  Orders: 

During  1955  . 

28 

59 

40 

1956 

70 

59 

29 

1957  . 

140 

140 

125 

1958  . 

71 

47 

89 

1959  . 

49 

73 

96 

1960  . 

124 

79 

58 

1961 

74 

108 

117 

1962  . 

92 

55 

39 

1963  . 

143 

148 

158 

1964  . 

114 

75 

129 

1965  . 

221 

121 

121 

(b)  Closing  Orders: 

During  1955  . 

4 

4 

1 

1956  . 

2 

1 

— 

1957  . 

9 

3 

— 

1958  . 

7 

8 

— 

1959  . 

7 

7 

2 

1960  . 

12 

5 

3 

1961  . 

5 

8 

2 

1962  . 

7 

4 

— 

1963  . 

16 

12 

2 

1964 

8 

5 

o 

1965 

29 

9 

12 

c  f 

1,711 

1,307 

1,280 

No.  of 
houses 
repre¬ 
sented 

No.  of 
families 
rehoused 
since  1955 

No.  of  houses 
demolished 
1955  to 
31.12.65 

b  f 

1,711 

1,307 

1,280 

3.  HOUSES  BELONGING  TO  THE 

CORPORATION  AND  DEMOLISHED 

ON  CERTIFICATES  OF  UNFITNESS 

During  1955  . 

— 

— 

— 

1956  . 

— 

— 

- 

1957  . 

— 

— 

— 

1958  . 

q 

8 

— 

1959  . 

2 

— 

9 

1960  . 

5 

7 

6 

1961  . 

8 

8 

1 

1962  . 

— 

— 

— 

1963  . 

— 

— 

— 

1964  . 

2 

1 

8 

1965  . 

5 

3 

— 

1,742 

1,334 

1,304 
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No.  of 
houses 
repre¬ 
sented 

No.  of 
families 
rehoused 
since  1955 

No.  of  houses 
demolished 
1955  to 
31.12.65 

b  f 

4.  HOUSES  REPRESENTED  DURING 
1965  BUT  DEMOLITION  OR 

CLOSING  ORDERS  NOT  MADE  AT 

1,742 

1,334 

1,304 

31.12.65 

172 

' 

TOTALS  .... 

1,914 

1,334 

1,304 

RENT  ACT  1957 

CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 


During 

1965 

Total  Since 
the  Act  came 
into  force 

APPLICATION  FOR  CERTIFICATES  OF 
DISREPAIR 

(1)  No.  of  applications  for  certificates . 

4 

418 

(2)  No.  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  .... 

— 

— 

(3)  No.  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates: — 

(a)  In  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects 

3 

93 

(b)  In  respect  of  all  defects  . 

— 

73 

(4)  No.  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords 
under  paragraph  5  of  the  1st  schedule  ... 

196 

(5)  No.  of  undertakings  refused  by  local 
Authority  under  proviso  to  paragraph  5 
of  1st  Schedule . 

i 

(6)  No.  of  certificates  issued . 

3 

161 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  CANCELLATION 
OF  CERTIFICATES 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local 
Authority  for  cancellation  of  certificates 

1 

29 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of 
certificates  . 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in 
spite  of  tenants  objection  . 

_ 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority 

1 

23 

LAND  CHARGES  ACT  1925 

The  Department  dealt  with  871  enquiries  under  the  provisions  of  the 
above  Act. 
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OVERCROWDING 

The  report  on  the  national  overcrowding  survey  published  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  1936,  revealed  Warrington  as  the  20th  in  the  table  of 
overcrowded  County  Boroughs  with  1,105  families  of  5.9%  overcrowding. 
The  amount  of  overcrowding  today  is  not  known. 

The  overcrowding  standard 

The  standard  used  in  1936  to  determine  the  number  of  families  over¬ 
crowded  is  still  in  use  today  and  is  abysmally  short  of  modern  requirements. 
It  has  been  rewritten  into  the  1957  Housing  Act  and  consists  of  two  parts, 
one  dealing  with  capacity  and  the  other  with  sex-separation. 

(a)  Capacity  standard — which  determines  the  “  permitted  number  ”  for  the 
house,  i.e.  the  maximum  number  of  persons,  regardless  of  sex,  who  may 
sleep  in  the  house  at  any  one  time.  In  assessing  the  “  permitted 
number  ”  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  10  years  count  as  half  a 
person  and  a  child  under  1  year  does  not  count  at  all. 

If  the  rooms  are  over  110  sq.  ft.  the  <k  permitted  number  ”  is 
calculated  as  follows: 


Where 

a  house  consists  of: 

(a) 

one  room . 

.  2  persons 

(b) 

two  rooms  . 

.  3  persons 

(o) 

three  rooms  . 

.  5  persons 

(d) 

four  rooms  . 

.  7|-  persons 

(e) 

five  rooms  or  more  ... 

.  10  persons 

with  an  additional  2 
excess  of  five. 

persons  in  respect  of  each  room  in 

N.B. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  table  no  regard  shall  be  had  to  any 
room  having  a  floor  area  of  less  than  50  square  feet. 

If  the  rooms  are  between  50  sq.  ft.  and  110  sq.  ft.  the  “  permitted 
number  ”  is  calculated  by  the  following  method: 


Where  the  floor  area  of  a  room  is: 

(a) 

110  sq.  ft.  or  more . 

2  persons 

(b) 

90  sq.  ft.  or  more  but  less  than  110  sq.  ft.  ... 

1  \  persons 

(c) 

70  sq.  ft.  or  more  but  less  than  90. sq.  ft.  ... 

1  person 

(d) 

50  sq.  ft.  or  more  but  less  than  70  sq.  ft.  ... 

\  person 

(e) 

Under  50  sq.  ft . 

nil 
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EXAMPLE  OF  THE  INADEQUACY  OF  THE  STANDARDS 

The  following  case,  investigated  during  1965,  shows  the  inadequacy  of 
the  standard.  The  family,  living  in  a  four  roomed  terrace  house,  with  a  back 
addition  scullery,  are  not  statutorily  overcrowded.  According  to  the  above 
tables  the  house  may  be  occupied  by  7J  persons. 


Occupiers  names 

Age 

Occupation 

John  Wood 

37  years 

Unemployed 

Lucy  Wood 

37  „ 

Housewife 

Muriel  Wood 

15 

Scholar 

Bella  Wood 

12  „ 

Scholar 

Lorna  Wood 

10  „ 

Scholar 

Nicky  Wood 

9  „ 

Scholar 

Roland  Wood 

4  „ 

— 

Susan  Wood 

3  „ 

— 

Maurice  Wood 

8  months 

— 

For  the  purpose  of  the  Housing  Act  1957,  children  under  one  year  are 
discounted  and  children  under  10  years  count  as  half  a  person.  The  family 
therefore  consists  of  the  equivalent  of  6J  persons. 

(b)  Separation  of  the  sexes 

The  Act  requires  that  the  accommodation  available  for  a  family  must  be 
such  that  no  two  persons,  both  over  ten  years  old,  of  separate  sexes  (except 
couples  living  together  as  husband  and  wife)  MUST  sleep  in  the  same  room. 

It  will  be  noted  that  MUST  is  the  operative  word.  Rooms  used  during 
the  day  as  living  rooms  may  be  used  as  bedrooms  and  in  the  case  of  a  house 
having  two  rooms  or  more  the  sex  separation  can  always  be  complied  with  if 
the  “  permitted  number  ”  is  not  exceeded. 
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One  such  arrangement  for  the  family  is  illustrated  below: 


In  practice  we  find  very  feAv  families  use  the  ground  floor  rooms  for 
sleeping.  In  the  particular  case  quoted  the  mother,  father  and  baby  slept  in 
one  room.  The  rest  of  the  family,  five  girls  and  two  boys,  slept  in  the  most 
miserable  and  unhealthy  conditions  in  the  back  bedroom. 

The  statutory  standard  is  clearly  out  of  date  and  should  be  replaced  by 
a  standard  which  has  been  widely  used  to  obtain  realistic  overcrowvling 
statistics.  This  standard  gives  each  married  couple  and  people  over  21  years 
a  separate  bedroom;  persons  between  10  and  20  of  the  same  sex  are  allocated 
two  to  a  bedroom;  persons  between  10  and  20  may  be  paired  off  with  a  child 
under  10  years  of  the  same  sex  and  any  children  under  10  j^ears  paired  off 
regardless  of  sex.  Where  necessary  bed  sitting  rooms  are  counted  but 
kitchens  and  dining  rooms  should  be  ignored. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 

MEAT  INSPECTION  REGULATIONS  1963 


Slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  the  licensed  premises  of  J.  Cross  &  Sons, 
Bank  Street.  All  the  carcases  and  organs  were  inspected  by  the  Health 
Inspectors  before  being  released  for  human  consumption. 

During  the  year  3,689  animals  were  slaughtered.  The  figures  for  the 
last  three  years  are  given  below. 


Animals  slaughtered 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Cattle  (excluding  cows)  . . 

Cows  . 

Calves  . 

Sheep  and  lambs  . 

Pigs . 

668 

157 

54 

4,271 

531 

484 

111 

26 

3,500 

492 

350 

73 

1 

2,668 

597 

Totals... 

5,701 

4,613 

3,689 

INCIDENCE  OF  DISEASE 

A  total  of  159  animals  were  found  to  be  diseased.  The  following  is  a 
summary  of  the  diseases  found  and  the  consequential  weight  of  meat 
condemned. 


Disease 

Weight 

Disease 

Weight 

Abscesses  . 

339 

Inflammation  . 

38 

Adhesions  . 

47 

Milk  Spot  . 

4 

Angiomatosis  . 

74 

Parasitic  . 

94 

Congestion . 

39 

Pericarditis  (acute, 

Distomatosis  . 

579 

simple,  sceptic) 

7 

Immaturity  and 

Pleurisy  . 

1 

Foetal  Carcases 

90 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

1,168  lbs. 

145  lbs. 

Total  Condemnec 

L  11  cwts.  2qrs.  25  lbs. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1958 

9  slaughtermen  were  licensed  during  the  year. 

DISEASE  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1959 

50  visits  were  made  by  the  Health  Inspectors  to  markets  and  collecting 
centres  for  purposes  connected  with  the  issue  of  licences  and  the  various 
orders  and  regulations. 

2  visits  were  made  in  regard  to  transfer  of  animals  under  licence. 
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SWINE  FEVER  ( INFECTED  AREA  RESTRICTIONS)  ORDER  1956 

During  the  year  50  markets  were  authorised.  The  Health  Inspectors 
were  in  attendance  at  all  markets  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  licences  for  the 
controlled  movement  of  pigs. 

During  the  year  38  licences  were  issued. 

INFECTED  AREA  RESTRICTION  ORDER  NO.  24 

The  Order  was  in  force  from  the  14th  April  ,1965  to  3rd  July,  1965  and 
all  movements  were  controlled  by  licence. 

THE  LIVE  POULTRY  ( RESTRICTIONS )  ORDER  1957 

A  licence  was  granted  for  a  Christmas  sale  of  poultry  intended  for 
immediate  slaughter. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ACT  1958 

A  licence  authorising  the  use  of  premises  in  Bank  Street  as  a  slaughter¬ 
house  was  renewed  for  one  year. 


UNSOUND  FOODSTUFFS 

The  following  table  shows  the  type  and  weight  of  unsound  foodstuffs 
condemned  during  the  year. 


Commodity 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

Commodity 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

Bacon . 

142 

Canned  foodstuffs: 

Butter  . 

37 

Margarine  . 

9 

Cereals  . 

28 

Cheese  . 

706 

Fruit  . 

4,129 

Fish 

1,131 

Fish  . 

274 

Fruit  . 

35 

Meat  . 

8,567 

Meat  . 

415 

Milk  . 

371 

Preserves, 

Vegetables . 

1,953 

Confectionery,  etc. 

5 

Preserves  . 

88 

Poultry  . 

896 

Miscellaneous  . 

65 

Vegetables . 

359 

Cereals  . 

124 

Eggs  . 

308 

4,167 

15,475 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Total  Weight 

8  tons 

15  cwts.  1  qr.  14  lbs. 
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FOOD  COMPLAINTS 


During  the  year  the  Department  received  seventeen  complaints  of 
unsound  food  alleged  to  have  been  sold  within  the  Borough,  an  increase  of 
one  on  the  previous  year.  Only  one  of  these  complaints  concerned  mouldy 
food,  a  decrease  on  previous  years,  and  one  hopes  that  this  is  indicative  of 
better  marketing  especially  stock  rotation  and  a  proper  appreciation  of 
shelf  life.  It  is  disappointing  to  see  each  year  the  number  of  instances  in 
which  food  has  been  found  to  contain  foreign  bodies  and  contaminants. 
This  year  we  experienced  the  milk  bottle  which  had  been  used  as  a  rocket 
launching  pad  on  Guy  Fawkes  night  and  had  become  heavily  contaminated 
with  propellant.  This  had  escaped  detection  before  refilling  at  the  dairy  and 
was  one  of  several  which  had  suffered  this  treatment,  fortunately  the  others 
were  detected  and  rejected  before  filling. 

For  various  reasons,  not  the  least  that  complaints  often  expressed  a  wish 
not  to  be  involved  in  court  action,  no  legal  action  was  taken.  Warning  letters 
were  issued  in  respect  of  seven  cases. 

FOOD  AND  DRUG  SAMPLING  AND  ANALYSIS 

125  samples  were  obtained  and  submitted  for  analysis  to  Mr.  J.  G. 
Sherratt,  B.Sc.,  F.K.I.C.,  who  holds  the  appointment  of  Public  Analyst.  His 
reports  are  summarised  in  the  following  table. 


Article 

No.  of 
samples 

No.  found 
genuine 

No.  found 
not 

genuine 

Milk,  ice-cream  and  dairy  products  ... 

45 

44 

1 

Various  tinned  foodstuffs .  .... 

19 

19 

— 

Confectionery,  flour,  bread  and  cakes 

12 

11 

1 

Drugs . 

13 

13 

— 

Preserved  foods,  sugar,  spices, 

flavourings  . 

20 

20 

— 

Spirits,  soft  drinks  . 

12 

12 

— 

Fats,  cooking  oils  . 

4 

4 

— 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOODSTUFFS 

To  assist  in  the  detection  of  dirty  and  dangerous  practices  the  Health 
Inspectors  obtained  fourteen  samples  of  open  foodstuffs  likely  to  cause  food 
poisoning  if  subjected  to  bad  handling,  preparation,  display  and  storage.  The 
samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  for  examination 
where  it  v/as  found  that  two  samples  were  infected  with  staphylococcus  food 
poisoning  organisms.  Nine  samples  were  unsatisfactory  in  that  they  contained 
either  an  abnormally  large  number  of  living  organisms  or  they  contained  such 
living  organisms  as  indicated  contamination  of  a  dangerous  kind.  In  all  of 
these  cases  the  food  vendors  concerned  were  informed  of  the  result  of  the 
examinations  and  a  thorough  check  was  made  to  eliminate  likely  causes. 

To  test  the  efficiency  of  the  cleansing  of  drinking  vessels  in  public  houses 
six  specimens  were  obtained  from  various  sources  and  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination.  In  each  instance  they  were  reported  to  be  sterile. 
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EFFICIENCY  OF  HEAT  TREATMENT  OF  MILK 

The  Health  Inspectors  obtained  25  bottles  of  heat  treated  milk  which 
were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  for  the  statutory  tests  for 
heat  treatment  and  keeping  quality.  All  of  these  samples  passed  the  tests  and 
were  satisfactory. 

BIOLOGICAL  TESTING  OF  MILK  FOR  B.  TUBERCULOSIS 

One  sample  of  untreated  milk  was  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratories  for  the  animal  inoculation  test.  The  milk  was  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

ICE-CREAM 

Six  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination 
and  four  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  showing  evidence  of  lack  of 
cleanliness  during  manufacture  or  sale.  The  manufacturers  and  vendors  of 
the  samples  which  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  were  visited  and  improve¬ 
ments  effected.  Bacteriological  standards  have  no  legal  standing  and  the 
results  can  only  be  used  educationally  by  the  Health  Inspectors  as  evidence 
of  either  clean  or  dirty  methods  of  production  and  sale. 

COURSE  OF  LECTURES  IN  FOOD  HYGIENE 

Mr.  F.  Allender,  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  organised  a  course  of 
lectures  in  food  hygiene  which  were  attended  by  over  forty  students.  The 
classes  were  held  at  the  Technical  College  and  supported  by  several  industrial 
and  commercial  firms. 

The  following  programme  gives  some  indication  of  the  subjects  covered 
by  the  lecturers. 


15th  September,  1965. 


22nd  September,  1965. 


29th  September,  1965. 


6th  October,  1965. 


13th  October,  1965. 


Introduction  to  course  by  F.  Allender  and  lecture 
on  “  The  Digestive  Tract  etc.”  followed  by  a  film 
entitled  “  Shell  Fish  Control  ”  issued  by  the 
Worshipful  Company  of  Fishmongers. 

Lecture  by  W.  Lindsey,  Regional  Manager, 
Rentokil  Laboratories  on  “  Animal  and  Insect 
Pests  in  the  Food  and  Catering  Trades  ”  followed 
by  a  film  on  “  Pest  Control  ”  issued  by  Rentokil 
Ltd. 

Lecture  by  a  Medical  Officer  on  “  Food  Poisoning 
and  Transmission  of  Infection  ”  followed  by  a  film 
entitled  “  Food  Without  Fear  ”  issued  by  Messrs. 
Diversey  Ltd. 

Lecture  by  a  Medical  Officer  on  “  Food  Poisoning 
and  Transmission  of  Infection  ”  followed  by  a  film 
entitled  “  The  Invaders  ”  issued  by  Messrs. 
Diversey  Ltd. 

Lecture  by  F.  Allender  on  “  The  Protection  of  Food 
from  Contamination  ”  followed  by  a  film  entitled 
“  Another  Case  of  Food  Poisoning  ”  issued  by  the 
Central  Film  Library  of  the  Central  Office  of 
Information. 
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20th  October,  1965. 


27th  October,  1965. 


3rd  November,  1965. 


10th  November,  1965. 


17th  November,  1965. 


24th  November,  1965. 


1st  December,  1965. 


8th  December,  1965. 


Lecture  by  T.  R.  Jones  of  Intel  Catering,  entitled 
“  Employee  Feeding  ”  followed  by  a  discussion  and 
a  film. 

Lecture  by  C.  Gibbons  on  Ci  Protection  of  Food 
from  Contamination  with  special  reference  to 
Equipment  and  Premises  ”  followed  by  a  film 
entitled  cc  Handle  with  Care  ”  issued  by  Messrs. 
Domestos  Ltd. 

A  course  visit  to  H.  J.  Heinz  &  Co.  Ltd.,  Kitt 
Green,  Near  Wigan.  A  conducted  tour  of  the 
canning  factory  followed  by  an  address  on 
“  Quality  Control  ”  by  Dr.  G.  Tattersall. 

Lecture  by  Miss  McMillan,  S.R.N.,  of  Kimberly- 
Clark  Ltd.  on  The  Use  of  Paper  to  Promote 
Hygiene  in  Shops,  Restaurants  and  Food  Establish¬ 
ments  ”  illustrated  with  slides. 

Lecture  by  W.  A.  Wright  of  Joseph  Crosfield  &  Son 
Ltd.  on  “  Sterilants  and  Detergents — their  applica¬ 
tion  in  the  Food  Industry  ”  followed  by  a  film. 

Lecture  by  G.  R.  Whittle,  LL.B.  on  “  The  Law 
relating  to  Food  and  Food  Hygiene  ”  followed  by  a 
film  entitled  “  Fruit  Fare  ”  issued  by  J.  Lyons  Ltd. 

Course  visit  to  the  Warrington  Co-operative  Society 
Ltd.  Pasteurising  Plant,  Warrington,  followed  by  a 
film  to  be  shown  at  the  Technical  College  on  4  ‘  Milk 
Pasteurisation 

Revision  and  mock  examination  for  those  wishing 
to  enter  for  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  or  Royal 
Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene  examina¬ 
tions. 


A  number  of  talks  and  film  shows  were  given  to  local  organisations  on 
the  subject  of  clean  food.  These  were  well  received  and  invitations  have  been 
received  for  further  talks  during  1966. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT  1887  AND  REGULATIONS  THERE¬ 
UNDER 

Verbal  warnings  were  issued  to  several  traders  regarding  the  indis¬ 
criminate  marking  of  English  beef  as  “  Scotch  ”  and  English  lamb  as 
“  Welsh  ”.  No  cases  of  deliberate  infringements  were  detected. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  {GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1960 

A  total  of  774  visits  was  made  by  the  inspectors.  It  was  found  necessary 
to  serve  224  specifications  of  works  to  bring  the  premises  up  to  the  standard 
of  the  regulations. 

The  following  table  shows  the  nature  of  the  contraventions  found  and 
number  of  notices  or  specifications  served. 
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Nature  of  contravention 

Specifications  and 
notices  served 

Inadequate  or  non-existent  supply  of  first-aid  materials, 
e.g.  bandages,  waterproof  dressings  etc . 

31 

Insufficient  or  non-existent  facilities  for  storing  clothing 
and  footwear  not  worn  in  the  food  premises  . 

4 

Inadequate  facilities  for  washing  food  and  food  equipment. 

7 

Inadequate  or  unsuitable  lighting  of  food  rooms . 

3 

Insufficient  or  unsuitable  ventilation  of  food  rooms . 

5 

Failing  to  keep  walls,  floors,  ceilings,  woodwork  in  good 
order  of  repair  and  clean . 

78 

Allowing  rubbish  and  filth  to  accumulate . 

11 

Failing  to  keep  foods  likely  to  cause  food  poisoning,  e.g. 
meat,  fish,  gravy,  cream  etc.  at  the  correct  temperature. 

1 

Carrying  on  a  food  business  at  insanitary  premises  and 
exposing  the  food  to  risk  of  contamination . 

5 

Failing  to  keep  articles  of  food  handling  equipment  clean 
or  in  good  repair . 

47 

Failing  to  protect  food  from  risk  of  contamination,  e.g. 
at  least  18"  from  the  ground . 

24 

back  of  personal  cleanliness,  e.g.  smoking,  spitting,  failing 
to  cover  open  wounds,  sores  or  cuts,  using  dirty  overalls. 

3 

Failing  to  keep  sanitary  conveniences  in  working  order,  e.g. 
water  supply,  lighting,  ventilation  and  general  cleanliness. 

39 

Failing  to  provide  suitable  hand  washing  facilities,  e.g. 
hot  and  cold  water,  soap,  nail  brush,  towels . 

40 

The  following  table  is  included  at  the  request  of  the  Ministrj^  of  Health. 
Regulation  16  requires  suitable  and  sufficient  wash  hand  basins  with  hot  and 
cold  water,  soap,  nail  brushes  and  clean  towels  to  be  provided.  Regulation 
19  requires  suitable  and  sufficient  washing  facilities  for  food  equipment. 


Category  of  premises 

No. 

No.  of 

premises  fitted 
to  comply  with 
Regulation  16 

No.  of 
premises  to 
which  Regula¬ 
tion  19  applies 

No.  of 

premises  fitted 
to  comply  with 
Regulation  19 

Bakehouses  . 

19 

19 

19 

19 

Bread  and  Cake  Shops  ... 

20 

10 

20 

13 

Butchers’  Shops  . 

Cafes,  Restaurants, 

60 

48 

60 

56 

Snack  Bars . 

27 

24 

27 

25 

Clubs  . 

42 

42 

42 

42 

Fish  Friers  . 

48 

42 

48 

46 

Fishmongers’  Shops 

16 

5 

16 

14 

Grocers’  Shops  . 

175 

98 

167 

153 

Industrial  Canteens 

33 

33 

33 

33 

licensed  Premises . 

86 

33 

86 

14 

School  Kitchens  . 

Sweets  &  Ice  Cream 

15 

15 

15 

15 

Shops  . 

72 

57 

45 

30 

Supermarkets . 

Various  Manufacturing 

20 

19 

19 

19 

Premises . 

2 

2 

2 

2 

TOTALS... 

635 

447 

599 

481  1 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


CLEAN  AIR  CENTRE 

The  Centre  was  opened  by  Mr.  Williams,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  during  September. 
It  has  rooms  allocated  to  each  of  the  four  fuels,  i.e.  electricity,  gas,  oil  and 
solid  fuel.  An  additional  room  has  been  equipped  as  an  office  for  the  Inspector 
responsible  for  establishing  smoke  control  areas. 

The  showrooms  have  been  most  attractively  furnished  and  expensively 
equipped  with  live  and  demonstration  appliances.  The  solid  fuel  showroom 
illustrated  below  has  a  reception  desk  which  is  used  by  a  member  of  the  staff 
dealing  with  grant  enquiries.  Similar  facilities  for  the  use  of  the  staff  are 
provided  in  the  oil  fuel  and  gas  showrooms. 

The  only  permanent  staff  are  members  of  the  Department.  In  this  way 
it  is  easier  for  the  public  to  compare  prices,  performances  and  suitability  of 
the  various  fuels  and  appliances  without  any  sales  pressure 

Although  primarily  intended  to  deal  with  all  enquiries  and  corres¬ 
pondence  relating  to  smoke  control  area  adaptions  and  grants  the  Centre  is 
visited  by  many  people,  not  necessarily  resident  in  Warrington.  In  the  short 
time  that  it  has  been  open  it  has  proved  very  successful  if  somewhat 
demanding  on  the  time  of  the  clerical  and  technical  staff.  It  is  believed 
however,  that  we  are  making  much  more  impact  upon  the  public  by  demon¬ 
strating  smokeless  combustion  in  a  practical  way. 
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MEASUREMENT  OF  AIR  POLLUTION 

The  amount  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  air  of  Warrington  is 
measured  continuously  and  calculated  daily  by  the  staff  at  the  Clean  Air 
Centre.  The  information  obtained  is  sent  to  the  Ministry  ol  Technology, 
Warren  Spring  Laboratory  at  Stevenage  where  national  levels  of  pollution 
are  collated. 


The  Department  maintains  four  stations  for  the  continuous  measurement 
of  air  pollution  as  follows: 


Site  of  Station 

General  description  of  environment 

Health  Department, 

Mixed  industrial,  commercial  and  residential  area, 

Sankey  Street. 

surrounded  mainly  by  built  up  areas  but  interspersed 
with  low  potential  air  pollution  area. 

Ambulance  Depot  and 

Predominantly  residential  with  medium  density 

Richmond  Avenue. 

housing  interspersed  with  industry. 

Orford  Dane. 

Residential  area  with  high  density  terraced  housing 
surrounded  by  built  up  areas  but  interspersed  with 
industry. 

For  many  years  the  instruments  required  time  consuming  daily  visits 
and  servicing  to  calculate  the  air  pollution.  Early  in  1965  they  were  converted 
to  a  semi-automatic  system  which  reduces  the  servicing  to  one  visit  a  week. 

The  graph  shows  the  average  pollution  level  of  the  four  Warrington 
stations  during  1965  compared  with  the  level  during  1964. 
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The  graph  shows  the  S.0.2  average  pollution  level  of  the  four 
Warrington  stations  during  1984  and  1965. 

S02  CONCENTRATIONS 


IN  MICROGRAMMES  PER  CUBIC  METRE 


SMOKE  CONTROL  ORDERS 

The  following  Smoke  Control  Order  was  made: 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956— SECTION  II 
PROPOSED  NO.  8  CHESTER  ROAD  SMOKE  CONTROL  ORDER,  1965 

The  area  comprises  approximately  1,121  acres  and  is  contained  within 
the  following  boundaries: 

North  That  part  of  the  British  Railways  Warrington  to 
Garston  line  from  the  Warrington  County  Borough 
boundary  to  Bank  Quay  Station  and  the  south  side  of 
Wilson  Patten  Street  to  Bridge  Foot. 

East  From  Bridge  Foot  along  Wilder  spool  Causeway  to  the 
County  Borough  boundary  with  Runcorn  Rural 
District  Council. 

South  That  part  of  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  from  the 
Wilderspool  Swing  Bridge  to  the  intersection  with  the 
western  Borough  boundary. 

West  That  part  of  the  Borough  boundary  from  the  inter¬ 
section  with  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  to  the  inter¬ 
section  with  the  British  Railways  Warrington  to 
Garston  line. 
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1 .  Estimated  total  number  of  dwellings  in  the  areM .  1 ,405 

(all  of  which  are  privately  owned) 

2.  Estimated  total  number  of  commercial  and  business  premises  ....  33 

3.  Estimated  total  number  of  industrial  premises  .  28 

4.  Estimated  total  number  of  churches,  schools,  etc.  .  12 

5.  Estimated  total  number  of  Government  buildings  .  1 

6.  Estimated  total  number  of  adaptions  required  .  1,900 

7.  Estimated  total  cost  of  conversions  . .  £57,000 


made  up  as  follows: 

(a)  Owner  or  occupiers  contribution  (3  lOths)  £17,100 

(b)  Exchequer  contribution  (4  lOths)  £22,800 

(c)  Warrington  Council  contribution  (3  lOths)  £17,100 

N.B.  The  above  figures  are  based,  on  an  average  cost  of  £30 
per  conversion  taken  from  the  recommended  Table  of 
Costs  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  Circular  51/65. 


8.  Exemption  of  certain  classes  of  domestic  fireplaces 

The  following  fireplace  is  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  the 
Order  by  virtue  of  the  Smoke  Control  Areas  (Exempted  Fireplaces) 
Order,  1959. 

Class  of  fireplace  Conditions 

The  fireplace  known  as  the  Solid  The  fireplace  should  be  so 

Fuel  Ductair  Unit  manufactured  installed  and  operated  as  to 

by  Radiation  Ltd.  minimise  the  emission  of  smoke 

and  in  accordance  with  the 
Man  uf acturer  ’sin  stru  ct  ions . 


9.  Partial  exemption  when  “  lighting  up 

Class  of  fireplace 

Fireplaces  in  buildings  or  parts  of 
buildings  separately  occupied 
without  a  gas  supply. 


Conditions 

Only  authorised  fuels  as  declared 
by  a  Regulation  in  the  Clean  Air 
Act,  1956,  and  kindling  sticks 
and  qaper  shall  be  used  in  the 
fireplaces. 
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10.  Exemption  of  certain  classes  of  industrial  furnaces 

The  following  classes  of  industrial  furnaces  are  exempted  by  virtue 
of  the  Smoke  Control  Areas  (Exempted  Fireplaces)  Orders  1957,  1959, 
SUBJECT  TO  THE  CONDITIONS  ITEMISED: 


Classes  of  fireplaces 

(a)  Fireplaces  specially 
designed  or  adapted  for  the 
combustion  of  liquid  fuel. 

(b)  The  fireplace  known  as  the 

Fulgora  Slow  Combustion  Stove. 

(c)  Fireplaces  (other  than  fire¬ 
places  fired  by  pulverised 
fuel)  constructed  on  or  after 
the  31st  December,  1956, 
and  equipped  with  mech¬ 
anical  stokers  or  adapted 
on  or  after  that  date  for  use 
with  such  stokers. 


Conditions 

Provided  that  they  are  so 
installed,  maintained  and  opera¬ 
ted  as  to  minimise  the  emission 
of  smoke. 

The  fireplace  shall  be  so  installed 
maintained  and  operated  as  to 
minimise  the  emission  of  smoke. 

The  fireplace  shall  be  so  installed, 
maintained  and  operated  as  to 
minimise  the  emission  of  smoke. 
No  fuel  shall  be  used  other  than 
that  for  which  the  mechanical 
stoker  was  designed. 


In  accordance  with  a  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
recommendation  contained  in  Circular  No.  44/59  it  is  recommended  that 
mechanically  fired  furnaces  installed  before  the  31st  December,  1956  be 
exempted  from  the  provisions  of  the  Smoke  Control  Order  on  the 


following  conditions: 

Class  of  fireplace 
Mechanically  fired  coal  furnaces 
(other  than  furnaces  fired  by 
pulverised  fuel)  installed  before 
the  31st  December,  1965,  and 
having  a  heating  capacity  of 
more  than  55,000  B.T.U’s. 
per  ton. 


Conditions 

Provided  that  they  are  so  in¬ 
stalled,  maintained,  operated 
and  equipped  as  to  minimise  the 
emission  of  smoke. 


All  industrial  furnaces  which  are  exempted  by  the  Smoke  Control 
Areas  (Exempted  Fireplaces)  Orders  mentioned  above  or  by  the 
provisions  of  the  Smoke  Control  Order  are  nevertheless  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Dark  Smoke  (permitted  Periods)  Regulations,  1958. 
Brieffy,  these  Regulations  prohibit  the  emission  of  black  smoke  and 
dark  smoke  for  more  than  two  minutes  and  four  minutes  respectively 
in  any  period  of  30  minutes. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  conditions  of  exemption  require  the  plant 
to  be  properly  installed,  maintained  and  operated  and  thus  by  including 
them  in  the  Smoke  Control  Order  it  is  possible  to  achieve  some  control 
aver  smoke  emissions. 
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1 1 .  Estimated  fuel  consumption 

Domestic 

(a)  Present  annual  consumption  of  bituminous  fuel 

Note:  Calculated  on  the  basis  that  approximately 
90%  of  the  1,405  dwellings  in  the  area  consume 
3,825  tons  of  coal  per  annum  and  that  approxi¬ 
mately  10%  now  use  solid  smokeless  fuel, 
electricity,  gas  or  oil. 

(b)  Additional  solid  smokeless  fuel  required  . 

Note:  Calculated  on  the  basis  that  approximately 
60%  of  the  present  coal  consumers  will  change 
to  electricity,  gas  or  oil  on  the  making  of  the 
Order  and  allowing  one  ton  of  solid  smokeless 
fuel  for  every  ton  of  bituminous  coal  now 
consumed.  This  is  based  on  experience  in  the 
current  smoke  control  area  and  on  analysis  of 
replies  to  questionnaires  which  have  been 
completed  by  occupiers. 


3,825  tons 


1,530  tons 


(c)  Additional  gas  required  . 

(d)  Additional  electricity  required  . 

Industrial  Fuel  Consumption 

(a)  Present  annual  consumption  of  coal  which  need  not 
be  replaced  if  the  furnaces  in  which  it  is  used  are 
equipped,  maintained  and  operated  in  accordance 
with  the  conditions  of  exemption  outlined  in  the 
Smoke  Control  Order  . 


220,900  therms  p. annum 
444,800  k.w.  p. annum. 


62,853  tons 


(b)  Present  annual  consumption  of  coke .  53  tons 
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VSTING 
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SMOKE  DENSITY  ALARMS  AND  RECORDING  METERS  FOR 
INDUSTRIAL  CHIMNEYS 

The  Clean  Air  Act  authorises  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  to  make  regulations  for  the  installation  of  density  meters  and  recorders 
to  measure  the  smoke  emitted  from  chimneys. 

At  the  request  of  the  Warrington  Council  the  Manchester  and  District 
Regional  Clean  Air  Council  asked  the  Minister  to  exercise  his  powers  and 
make  regulations.  In  consequence  the  Ministry  have  asked  members  of  the 
Regional  Clean  Air  Council  to  supply  information  relating  to  the  practical 
advantages  that  have  been  gained  from  the  voluntary  installation  of  smoke 
alarms,  recorders  and  meters. 

Our  experience  in  Warrington  favours  the  installation  of  smoke  alarms 
and  recorders  where  heavy  oil  and  bituminous  coal  is  being  used.  The 
recorders  and  alarms  allow  maintenance  engineers  and  stokers  to  leave  semi¬ 
automatic  plant  for  long  intervals  without  fear  of  inadvertently  contravening 
the  smoke  emission  regulations. 

An  important  provision  in  any  proposed  regulations  is  the  requirement 
that  the  local  authority  inspectors  have  access  to  the  records  of  the  instru¬ 
ments.  This  proviso  is  similar  to  the  regulations  relating  to  the  instrumenta¬ 
tion  of  food  processing  plant,  e.g.  milk  pasteurising  plant  whereby  any  public 
health  inspector  may  check  that  the  milk  has  been  properly  heat  treated  and 
cooled  at  any  given  time. 
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SANITATION 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  1936-1961 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  categories  where  inspections 
were  necessary  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act. 


NATURE  OF  INSPECTION 

No.  of 
Inspections 

DWELLING  HOUSES 

(i)  general  external  repairs  . 

823 

(ii)  general  internal  repairs . 

488 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE  e.g.  drain  repairs, 
testing,  renewals . 

299 

PLUMBING ,  W.C’s.,  WATER  SUPPLIES  e.g. 
repair  and  maintenance . 

226 

REFUSE ,  ACCUMULATIONS ,  DEPOSITS  e.g. 
removals,  clearing  sites . 

87 

CLEANSING  OF  PREMISES  e.g.  filthy  and 
verminous . 

30 

MISCELLANEOUS  e.g.  refuse  tips,  brooks,  water 
courses,  offensive  trades . 

64 

TOTAL... 

2,017 

NO.  OF  INFORMAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  NOTICES  SERVED 

=  751 

NO.  OF  FORMAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  NOTICES  SERVED 

=  389 


REPAIR  OF  UNFIT  HOUSES  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT 
PROCEDURE 


Summary  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in 

By 

By 

which  defects  were  remedied 

owner 

L.A. 

(a)  After  informal  action  by  District  Inspector 

317 

— 

(b)  After  formal  notice  by  District  Inspector . 

■  ,  ...  . .  . . .  ■  ■  . . —  - ■  - — .  ,T> 

264 

— 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


Under  the  provisions  of  Section  148  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  (as 
amended  by  the  Water  Act  1945)  it  is  the  duty  of  the  local  authority  to 
ensure  that  every  dwelling  in  the  district  is  provided  with  a  suitable  and 
sufficient  water  supply.  The  Water  Engineer,  Mr.  W.  F.  Thacker,  M.I.C.E., 
M.I.W.E.,  Chart-Civ. Eng.  has  supplied  the  following  information. 

“  The  northern  area  of  the  borough  is  supplied  from  wells  and  adits  at 
Winwick  and  Houghton  Green  Pumping  Stations,  and  also  from  bore¬ 
holes  at  Forest  Farm  Pumping  Station.  The  southern  area  of  the  borough 
is  supplied  from  boreholes  at  Foxhill  and  Newton  Hollow  Pumping 
Stations  in  the  Erodsham  area,  and  augmented  by  bulk  supplies  from 
Liverpool  Corporation  aqueducts  at  (a)  Norton  (Vyrnwy  Supply)  and 
(b)  Aston  (River  Dee  Supply).  The  water  supplied  to  consumers  during 
1965  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality.  During  1965  the 
following  analyses  have  been  made: 

(a)  from  sources  and  supply  reservoirs — 9  chemical  and  101  bacterial; 

(b)  from  random  points  in  the  distribution  system — 63  bacterial. 

All  water  supplies  are  chlorinated.  No  instances  of  plumbo  solvency  or 
contamination  were  encountered  during  1965.  There  are  no  stand  pipe 
supplies  within  the  Borough. 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  following  information  has  been  provided  by  Mr.  A.  .A  Laverick, 
M.Inst.B.M.,  A.Inst.M.Ent.  Baths  Manager  and  Engineer: 

“  The  baths  provision  consists  of  4  swimming  pools,  19  private  bathrooms 
and  1  vapour  suite.  The  four  swimming  pools  contain  a  total  of  270,000 
gallons  of  water  and  are  filled  from  the  town’s  domestic  supply,  details 
of  which  have  been  given  in  the  previous  section,  The  water  in  the 
swimming  pools  is  treated  by  continuous  filtration.  Water  from  the  deep 
end  of  the  pool  is  drawn  by  a  pump  through  a  strainer  and,  after  the 
addition  of  coagulants  to  flucculate  organic  matter  and  to  ensure  efficient 
filtration,  the  water  is  pumped  to  the  top  of  the  filter  units.  The  filter 
units  comprise  4  x  10'  0"  diameter  vertical  cylinders  containing  sand  and 
a  system  of  collecting  pipes  in  the  bottom  which  discharge  the  water 
after  it  has  filtered  through  the  sand.  The  water  is  then  aerated,  reheated 
and  chlorinated  before  being  returned  to  the  shallow  end  of  the  pool. 
The  sand  in  the  filters  is  washed  when  necessary  by  reversing  the  flow 
of  water  which  runs  to  waste  during  the  process.  To  secure  efficient 
filtration  coagulents  in  the  form  of  sulphate  of  alumina  and  sodium 
carbonate  are  added  to  the  water.  Break  point  chlorination  is  used 
continuously,  the  chlorination  being  applied  in  the  form  of  chlorine  gas. 
The  frequency  of  change  of  water  in  the  pool  is  five  hours. 

At  all  times  it  is  aimed  to  maintain  in  the  swimming  pool  water  sufficient 
free  and  available  chlorine  to  meet  any  possible  pollution,  a  pH  value 
of  7.5  to  7.6,  and  a  residual  alkilinity  of  not  less  than  200  ppm.  The 
standards  have  at  all  times  on  examination  been  in  accordance  with 
those  recommended  in  Report  No.  71  of  1956  concerning  the  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  of  water  supplies.” 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Mr.  W.  Whitfield,  M.I.P.C.,  M.R.S.H.,  Cleansing  Superintendent,  has 
supplied  the  following  information.: 

“  Refuse  Collection:  A  weekly  frequency  of  collection  was  maintained 

throughout  the  year.  The  weights  of  refuse  collected  during  1965  were: 

House  Refuse  22,452  tons.  Trade  Refuse  1,187  tons. 

Refuse  Disposal:  Controlled  tipping  continued  as  the  method  of  disposal 

with  most  small  industrial  firms  making  use  of  the  tip. 

Salvage:  Intensive  salvage  collections  continued  throughout  the  year. 

The  salvage  plant  was  transferred  to  the  tip  entrance  with  a  considerable 

saving  in  the  handling  of  waste  paper. 

RODENT  AND  INSECT  CONTROL 

The  operatives  dealt  with  473  complaints  of  rodent  infestation  and  115 
complaints  of  insect  infestation.  Little  success  was  achieved  in  dealing  with 
infestation  of  mice  principally  it  is  believed  because  of  the  indiscriminate  use 
of  packaged  poisons  by  occupiers.  When  their  own  efforts  fail,  largely  because 
of  lack  of  technique,  they  call  in  the  operatives  who  not  infrequently  find 
that  bait  shyness  has  developed.  Patience  and  care  in  carrying  out  the 
treatments  appears  to  be  remedying  the  trouble. 

Insecticidal  lacquer  continued  to  prove  extremely  effective  in  the  control 
of  insects  particularly  cockroaches.  Quite  dramatic  reductions  in  previously 
irreducible  infestations  have  been  achieved.  The  lacquer  has  the  advantage 
of  being  effective  for  up  to  two  years  after  application  and  may  be  washed 
without  losing  its  effectiveness. 

The  operatives  dealt  with  21  verminous  private  houses  which  is  a 
considerable  and  welcome  reduction  on  last  years  total  of  90  premises. 

The  town’s  sewers  were  treated  four  times  with  sodium  fluoracetate 
poison.  It  is  unfortunate  that  because  of  its  potency  we  are  not  allowed  to 
use  this  poison  in  places  other  than  sewers. 

WORKABLE  AREA  COMMITTEE  FOR  RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Chairman,  Deputy  Chairman  arid  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
were  appointed  as  representatives  to  this  Committee. 
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INSPECTION  OF  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  FACTORIES 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


REGISTRATIONS  J 

^ND  GEN 

ERAL  INSP 

ECTIONS 

No.  of 

Total  No.  of 

No.  of  registered 

premises 

registered 

premises  receiving  a 

Class  of  premises 

registered 

premises  at 

general  inspection 

during 

year 

end  of  year 

during  the  year 

Offices  . 

53 

272 

40 

R-etail  shops . 

143 

502 

140 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open 

10 

48 

3 

to  the  public,  canteens  .... 

19 

88 

2 

Fuel  storage  depots  . 

2 

5 

— 

TOTALS.... 

227 

915 

185 

ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

Class  of  workplace 

No.  of  persons  employed 

Offices  . 

2,209 

Retail  shops . 

2,923 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

402 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

694 

Canteens  . 

22 

Fuel  storage  depots  . 

32 

Total  Males  2,572 

Total  Females  3,710 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to 

registered  premises  .  803 
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GENERAL 

The  majority  of  Warrington’s  offices,  particularly  those  in  the  town  centre, 
started  life  as  dwelling  houses.  The  limitations  of  these  buildings  create 
problems  of  ventilation,  sanitation  and  in  particular  noise  nuisance. 

(generally  speaking  the  shops  have  been  specially  constructed  or  inter¬ 
nally  adapted  for  their  purpose  and  do  not  have  the  deficiencies  mentioned 
above  to  the  same  extent  although  a  striking  contrast  frequently  exists 
between  the  working  and  the  selling  areas  of  the  shops. 

Some  indications  of  the  conditions  found  to  exist  in  both  offices  and 
shops  may  be  gleaned  from  the  following  summary: 

Accidents 

18  accidents  were  reported.  There  were  no  fatal  cases  or  cases  of 
permanent  disability.  One  accident  which  fortunately  was  not  too 
serious  arose  through  the  licensee  of  a  local  public  house  falling  through 
the  trapdoor  to  the  cellar  and  this  led  us  to  investigate  many  other 
public  houses  in  the  district  with  similar  floor  openings.  It  is  apparent 
that  few  if  any  precautions  are  taken  to  protect  celiarmen,  licensees  and 
others  from  inadvertently  stepping  into  the  opening  caused  by  the 
lifting  of  the  trap  door.  The  use  of  a  cellar  trap  door  without  any 
protection  appears  to  be  a  direct  contravention  of  the  Act.  At  the  time 
of  writing  we  are  in  contact  with  the  owners  of  public  houses  drawing 
their  attention  to  these  deficiencies  and  it  is  hoped  that  adequate 
fencing  or  guard  rails  will  be  provided. 

Cleanliness 

7%  of  all  premises  which  received  a  general  inspection  were  found 
to  be  deficient  mainly  arising  from  unsatisfactory  walls,  doors  and 
ceiling  surfaces. 

Temperature 

37  %  of  all  premises  inspected  were  deficient  often  in  the  lack  of 
any  provision  for  measuring  temperature. 

Ventilation  and  noise  nuisance 

Special  difficulties  were  found  particularly  in  those  offices  and  shops 
which  have  frontages  on  to  the  main  traffic  routes.  The  routes  are  often 
narrow,  congested  and,  in  consequence,  fumes,  lorries  and  dust  restrict 
the  use  of  windows  and  spoil  natural  ventilation.  Shop  frontages  along 
these  routes  experience  the  additional  difficulty  that  goods  placed  on 
display  become  soiled  very  quickly.  13%  of  all  premises  receiving  a 
general  inspection  were  found  to  have  ventilation  deficiencies.  Mechanical 
means  of  ventilation  were  recommended  in  cases  where  this  was  found 
to  be  practicable  and  desirable.  The  noise  level  in  the  offices  in  the  centre 
of  town  is  clearly  prejudiced  by  heavy  traffic.  At  times  the  noise  level  is 
so  high  that  it  is  difficult  and  at  times  quite  impossible  to  work  in  an 
office  with  the  windows  open.  In  consequence  natural  ventilation  is  at  a 
minimum.  Double  glazing  and/or  mechanical  ventilation  would  appear 
to  be  the  only  practical  solution  to  the  problem. 
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Sanitary  conveniences 

Difficulties  were  experienced  because  of  the  relatively  heavy  expense 
often  involved  in  complying  with  the  Act.  36%  of  all  premises  receiving 
a  general  inspection  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Washing  facilities 

29%  were  found  to  have  deficiencies  and  as  with  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  the  expense  of  installing  facilities  to  comply  with  the  Acts  has 
in  many  cases  proved  very  expensive. 

Drinking  water 

Only  2%  of  the  premises  inspected  were  found  to  be  deficient  and 
these  were  readily  improved. 

Seats  for  sedentary  workers  and  sitting  facilities 

A  negligible  number  of  all  premises  inspected  were  deficient  and 
the  remedy  was  easily  and  promptly  effected. 

Heating  facilities 

In  4%  of  the  premises  which  received  general  inspection  deficiencies 
were  noted.  To  date  no  special  difficulties  have  been  encountered  in  this 
regard  except  in  the  market  halls  where  difficulties  abound  in  this  and 
other  spheres  of  environmental  health. 

Floors ,  passages  and  stairs 

14 J%  were  found  to  have  some  deficiency.  In  most  cases  this  arose 
from  lack  of  maintenance  of  floor  coverings  rather  than  structural 
defects.  No  difficulty  was  experienced  in  effecting  a  remedy. 

First  Aid, 

30%  of  the  premises  inspected  had  deficiencies  and  remedies  were 
quickly  provided. 

Information  to  employees 

30%  of  premises  inspected  were  found  to  be  contravening  the  Act 
in  that  they  were  not  displaying  an  abstract  of  the  Act  nor  had  they 
given  their  employees  an  explanatory  booklet.  The  remedy  was  quickly 

effected.  The  intention  of  this  Regulation  is  that  employees  or  their 
trade  unions  shall  notify  the  inspection  authorities  of  deficiencies  in  the 
premises.  In  fact  no  complaints  or  notifications  have  resulted  from  this 

particular  requirement.  It  seems  very  doubtful  if  many  employees 

-  —  —  -  —  -  ~  ------  -  - 

bother  to  read  the  abstracts  provided. 
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SPECIAL  REPORT  ON  LIGHTING  STANDARDS 

The  Ministry  of  Labour  requested  a  specia1  report  on  lighting  standards 
from  all  local  authorities  relating  to  the  last  three  months  of  1965  to  assist 
the  Minister  in  making  lighting  regulations. 

General  Lighting  Standards 

Considerable  variations  in  lighting  standards,  i.e.  intensity,  reflection, 
glare  and  shadow  were  observed  during  inspections  and  measurements.  It 
is  evident  that  little  thought  has  been  given  to  the  adequacy  or  suitability  of 
lighting  in  many  offices  and  shops.  Natural  lighting  is  frequently  not  used  to 
the  best  advantage  or  enhanced  by  decorations  with  a  good  reflective  value. 
Artificial  lighting  varies  greatly  in  intensity  within  the  same  premises  in 
different  rooms  or  areas  used  for  identical  purposes.  Electric  light  bulbs, 
covers,  globes,  tubes  and  other  fittings  are  replaced  without  regard  to  their 
capacity,  obscuration  value  or  fitness  for  the  job. 

In  the  absence  of  regulations  or  any  technical  guidance  from  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  the  inspectors  carrying  out  the  measurements  have  used 
as  their  standard  the  code  recommended  by  the  Illuminating  Engineering 
Society.  This  Society,  after  exhaustive  research,  has  produced  standards  for 
all  sorts  of  conditions.  They  also  specify  the  tolerable  limits  of  glare  which 
is  probably  one  of  the  biggest  handicaps  to  comfortable  vision.  As  an  example 
they  recommend  that  desk  tops  should  be  one  third  as  bright  as  white  paper 
and  that  neutral  or  pastel  shades  of  grey  are  best  for  desk  coverings.  The 
code  recommends  that  the  average  brightness  of  surroundings  should  be  not 
less  than  1  /10th  of  the  working  surface.  The  British  Lighting  Council  have 
also  given  Public  Health  Inspectors  a  welcome  lead  and  introduced  a  scheme 
for  office  owners  which  is  guaranteed  to  comply  with  the  standards  of  the 
I.E.S.  In  one  test  conducted  by  the  British  Lighting  Council  typists  were 
invited  to  work  in  a  specially  constructed  office  with  a  variable  light  control 
placed  at  the  side  of  the  typewriter  which  could  be  used  to  adjust  the  level 
of  illumination  from  semi-darkness  up  to  500  lumens  per  square  foot.  The 
kind  of  lighting  which  most  girls  chose  was  not  the  10  lumens  which  is  the 
average  level  in  many  small  offices.  Nor  was  it  30  lumens  recommended  by 
the  Illuminating  Engineering  Society.  Most  of  the  girls  settled  for  240  lumens 
per  square  foot.  Some  chose  300,  and  a  small  number  360  lumens  a  sqaure 
foot.  The  reporter  sitting  in  on  the  test  found  that  200  lumens  per  square 
foot  suited  him  admirably  for  reading  typescript.  It  has  been  suggested  by 
some  inspectors  that  the  standard  adopted  in  the  United  States  is  far  better 
because  it  takes  into  account  the  person’s  standard  of  vision  rather  than  the 
task  in  hand.  It  may  be  that  the  variations  in  lighting  which  we  found 
existing  in  the  offices  in  Warrington  were  influenced  by  the  standard  of 
vision  of  the  occupants.  Fortunately  during  the  course  of  the  inspections 
which,  as  previously  mentioned,  were  limited  to  the  very  short  three  month 
period  at  the  end  of  the  year  we  did  not  receive  any  compiaints  of  glare 
discomfort  from  the  employees  which  is  just  as  well  since  there  is  an  urgent 
need  for  an  instrument  to  measure  glare.  At  the  moment  it  has  to  be  assessed 
in  a  very  tedious  and  not  very  accurate  fashion. 
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SHOPS  (EARLY  CLOSING  DAYS)  ACT  1965 

The  above  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  5th  August,  1965.  It  provides 
that  the  early  closing  day  (the  day  on  which  a  shop  closes  at  1  p.m.)  may  be 
fixed  by  the  occupier  and  not  the  local  authority.  The  occupier  must  display 
a  notice  specifying  the  day  he  has  selected.  Provision  is  made  for  the  occupier 
to  change  the  day  of  closing. 

Existing  early  closing  orders,  made  by  local  authorities,  expired  on 
5th  October,  1965. 

FACTORIES  ACT  1961  —  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 
REGULATIONS  1938 

The  inspectors  investigated  twenty-nine  complaints  referred  to  the 
Department  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  Factory  Inspector.  Specifications  of 
works  required  were  served  in  all  cases.  During  the  course  of  routine  inspec¬ 
tion  an  additional  eleven  contraventions  were  observed  requiring  notices.  In 
fourteen  instances  defects  and  contraventions  were  referred  by  the  inspectors 
to  the  Ministry  inspectorate. 


GENERAL 

Licensing  Act  1961;  Cinematography  Act  1909;  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act 
1933;  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  1963;  Pet  Animals  Act  1951; 
Fertilizer  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act  1926. 

The  Inspectors  carried  out  various  miscellaneous  duties  e.g.  inspection 
of  plans,  proposed  works  and  visits  in  connection  with  the  licensing  and 
registration  of  premises  and  sampling  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts. 

Training  of  students :  During  September  four  student  inspectors  were 
recruited.  Two  were  admitted  to  the  four  year  honours  degree  course  in 
public  health  inspection  at  Birmingham  University,  one  to  the  Salford  College 
of  Advanced  Technology  and  one  to  the  three  year  sandwich  diploma  course 
at  the  Salford  Technical  College. 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Education  Board  agreed  to  the  increase 
in  the  establishment  from  three  to  four  students  in  training. 
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